A Possible Chiastic Structure for Philippians 2:5-11

Overview of Proposed Structure
Preamble For this let the mind be in ~ you (5 words)
v. 5) 10 words
) which also (was) in Christ Jesus (5 words) (i.e. 8+2)
“chain-linking”
A
Christ Jesus who . .
38 words
. . the death even of a cross (verses 6-8)
“Hymn” to 77 words
Christ Jesus therefore Iword (i.e.75+2)
vs. 6-11
also God Him highly exalted . .
T 38 words
.. to the glory of God (the) Father
v
Total 85 words
Notes

1) It is necessary to use the Received Text, the Textus Receptus (shown on the next page)
for this analysis. There are several differences between this and eclectic texts like NA27. Al-
though these do not really affect the overall meaning, they do affect the word counts! (The
Received Text of Phil. 2:5-11 is given at the end of this article)

2) I have used “chain-linking” in this analysis. The words “Christ Jesus” seem to me to be-
long both to the preamble and to the “hymn” proper. In the preamble, Christ Jesus provides
the pattern for the Philippians’ behaviour, and in the “hymn” that model behaviour by Christ
is described.

3) As can be seen from Figure 1, the “hymn” has an overall chiastic structure. This structure
follows Christ’s descent from heaven to the cross followed by his exaltation to heaven. Be-
cause of the “descent” and “ascent” everything in the universe has been conquered by Christ.
The more detailed structure in given in Figure 2.

4) The analysis does not actually follow the “hymn” approach to interpreting of Phil. 2:6-
11, but rather, just looks at the themes, structures etc. that seem to be present “at face value”.




Chiastic Analysis of the Hymn to Christ in 2 Phil. 6-11

Christ Jesus who in (the) form of God being (7 words) -
14 Christ’s exalted
A . . . words heavenly status
not robbing thought (it)  to be equal with God (7 words)
B X |but Himself (eanton) emptied (verb) A
the form of a slave taking (participle) (6 words)
in likeness of man becoming (participle) (4 words)
Y and (1 word) 21
in fashion being found as a man (participle) (4 words) words 24 Christ’s descent
words
.| He humbled Himself (eanton) (verb)
X becoming obedient unto death (participle) (6 words)
v
(the) death even of a cross 3 words
| Therefore | | 1 word |
B \ a) also God Him highly exalted (5 words)
b) and gave to Him a name (4 words) 14
words Christ’s ascent
a/b) above every name so that (5 words)
A’ p |inthe name of Jesus (4 words) T
Q every knee should bow (3 words) 12 q
ords oG
of (those) of heaven and of (those) of i Ehmt T extal;fed
earth and of (those) under earth (5 words) ¢ 24 cavenly status
words now extending
throughout the
Q and every tongue should confess that (5 words) T m e
the Lord Jesus Christ (is) (3 words) 12 all of each indi-
words vidual
P* | to the glory of God (the) Father (4 words) ¢
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every man also on the
things of others. 5 Let
this mind be in you,
which was also in
Christ Jesus: 6 who,
being in the form of
God, thought it not
robbery to be equal
with God: 7 but made
himself of no reputa=-
tion, and took upon
him the form of ea
servant, and wasmade
in the likeness of men:
8 and being found in
fashion as o man, he
bhumbled himself, and
became obedient nnto
death, even the death
of the cross. 9 Where-
fore God also hath
highly exalted him,
and given him a name
which is above every
name : 10 that at the
name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and
things in earth, and
things under the earth;
11 .and that every
tongue should confesa
that Jesus Christ
Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.




