Some Thoughts on the Structure of Acts Ch. 2
Acts Ch. 2 forms a complete unit—charting the dramatic events of the Day of Pentecost and their result— the addition to the disciples’ fellowship of the 3000 new converts on of the Day of Pentecost itself and also those added on the following days.

There are a number of ways in which the passage can be seen to be structured.

Broadly speaking, the passage divides into:

 1) a) The descent of the Spirit as tongues of flame and b) the resulting amazement and questioning of the residents and visitors to Jerusalem.

 2) Peter’s sermon (divided into two parts— a) the Joel prophecy and b)  the account of Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.

 3) The result— a) repentance, baptism and membership of the community of believers by 3000 souls followed by b) further expansion of the community of believers over the following days.

(Actually, we could probably expand this and divide each section into three parts since we could include the coming together of the multitude in 1), the “transitional” part of the Joel prophecy regarding wonders and signs, the Day of the Lord and salvation in 2) and the “commonality of goods” in 3)).

I think an important aspect of the passage is that, although the events described in Acts take place sequentially in time, these events often have a double or even triple time reference. For example, the hearing of the languages occurs just after the third hour on the Day of Pentecost, and Peter’s sermon follows on immediately after this, but Peter says that this event corresponds to a prophecy in Joel—which was from hundreds of years previously. At another point in the sermon, Peter speaks of David’s prophecy of the resurrection of Christ. Here there are three time references. There is the moment of Peter’s speaking, there is David’s original prophecy from about 1000 years before, and then there is the event referred to—the resurrection of Christ which was in the future from David’s perspective, but in the (recent) past from the perspective of Peter and his audience. 

Peter offers an immediate explanation for the miracle of the outpouring of the Spirit and the languages in terms of Joel’s prophecy. But the Joel prophecy goes on to speak of “signs and wonders” and the possibility/necessity of salvation. Thus, the blessing of the outpouring of the Spirit to “unexpected” people comes in connection with a cosmic reordering (signs and wonders etc.) and the need for salvation in this new order that is emerging. 

This requires and sets the scene for Peter’s account of the person and work of Christ—again with reference to Old Testament prophecy (Psalms) - and Peter does this in  way that links all three components of the Joel prophecy—the outpoured Spirit, signs and wonders and salvation—with the person and work of Christ—in particular with His death, resurrection and ascension. Christ is thus the reason behind the new era of judgement and blessing.

Peter makes it clear that the crucifixion was done by the Jews collectively, albeit in accordance with God’s plan and purpose. This means that the Jews listening to Peter are not currently part of the  new order signified by the signs and wonders and outpoured Spirit. They are on the “wrong side of history”, and stand in need of salvation. Peter explains that entry into this salvation and blessing is through repentance and faith in Jesus. Many respond, and the chapter ends with a double description of the community life of the believers. 

Well, that was a very brief description of the flow of the passage—both in “real time” and in terms of the flow of salvation history. 

But has Luke structured the passage in ways that correspond with or reinforce this flow of events and their significance?

Here are one or two suggestions.

 1) Occurrences of the word “day” in Acts Ch. 2
One possible way is to note how the frequent occurrence of the word “day” divides up the passage. 

 a) The passage starts off (v. 1) with a reference to the Day of Pentecost (either that the Day of Pentecost was fully come, or that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit was a fulfilling of (the typological significance of) the Day of Pentecost.) 

 b) v. 15: “it is the third hour of the day”

 c) v. 17:  “in the last days”

 d) v. 18 “in those days I will pour from the Spirit of me”

 e) v.20: “the great and notable day of the Lord”

 f) v.29: David’s tomb is among us “until this day”

 g) v.41: “and were added that day about 3000 souls”.

 h) v. 46 “continuing daily in the temple”

) v.47: “the Lord added daily those being saved”

These occurrences correspond to major transitions in the narrative flow, as illustrated in the table below:
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Wonders and signs (v. 19)

 

 e) Day of the Lord (v. 20)

 

Salvation (v.21)

 

Wonders and signs (v. 22)

 

 f)  David’s tomb  “until this day” (v. 29)
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Wonders and signs (v. 43)
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The result
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*

 

*

 

*
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We note that the first day mentioned is (the fulfilment of) the Day of Pentecost; the middle day (the fifth mention) is the Day of the Lord.

 2) Men, Jews and Jerusalemites
Another interesting repeating pattern which divides up Acts Ch. 2 is the occurrence of the word men (andres) coupled with a reference to fellow Jews.

 a) There were living in Jerusalem Jews, devout men (v. 5)

 b) Peter spoke out to them, men, Jews and those inhabiting Jerusalem (v. 14) (note chiastic order with a) above).

 c) Men, Israelites (v. 23)

 d) Men, brothers (v. 29)

 e) Men, brothers (v. 37)

 a) divides the account of the outpouring of the Spirit from the amazement and questioning by the Jews and devout men from the Diaspora.

 b) is the start of Peter’s speech and c) marks the transition from the Joel prophecy to the account of Jesus death resurrection and ascension. d) occurs at the start of the middle  part of Peter’s speech—in which he explains why the Psalms of David that he quotes  (Pss. 16 and 110) must refer to Christ.

 e) marks the start of the response to Peter’s preaching—namely repentance,  baptism and incorporation into the church.

These five occurrences come either at the start or in the middle of the subdivisions of Acts Ch. 2 and are shown by means of asterisks in the diagram on the previous page. The middle of the five occurrences marks the transition in Peter’s speech from the Joel prophecy about the Spirit to the Davidic prophecies about Jesus Christ.

 3) Some Numerical (Word Count) Aspects
 (Using the Received/Majority Text rather than the Nestle-Aland Text.)

 i) An interesting numerical aspect is that the words Spirit Holy (Pneumatos Hagiou) are the 50th and 51st words of Acts Ch. 2 (appropriate for Pentecost). 

 Also the 50th and 51st words of Peter’s speech  are the Spirit (tou Pneumatos).

ii) It is possibly significant that the  “Jerusalemites, Jews and devout men” who hear the speaking in other languages and who wonder what it means give a speech that is 72 words long. (reported in Acts 2:7-11). Now, although the Table of Nations in Genesis Ch. 10 describes 70 nations, in the Septuagint (the Greek version of the Hebrew Old Testament which Peter largely uses for his quotations from Joel and the Psalms) it has, traditionally, 72 nations, so the number of words fits this enumeration, and is appropriate for the context of Acts 2—i.e. Jews from various nations of the (basically Greek-speaking) 1st Century oikumene (i.e. civilised world)

 iii) A remarkable feature of Peter’s sermon concerns the number of words in the first section (starting with “Men, Jews and all those living in Jerusalem . . listen to my words . . ” (v. 14) and the number of words in the second section (starting “Men, Israelites, hear these words . . ”): the first section is 147 words long (=21x7) and the second section is exactly twice this, 294 words (i.e. 147x2 words or 42x7 words). We have already seen that this point in the sermon marks the transition from the Joel prophecy to the discussion about Jesus death, resurrection and ascension using texts from the Psalms. 

Peter’s final words in Acts Ch. 2, (verses 38-40) in response to  the request for help from Peter’s hearers (v.37) are also a multiple of 7— being 56 words (=8x7 words) (Part of that response is given in direct speech and some in indirect speech,  however, the total is 56  (=8x7) words.

It may be significant that Peter’s words about Jesus Christ in the second part of his speech together with his injunction to repent and be baptised in Jesus’ name constitute a total of 350 words = 50 x 7 = a “Sabbath” or week of Pentecosts!

 2nd part of main speech: 294 words    =   42  x 7   words

 Peter’s final speech: 56 words             =   8    x  7 words

                                                                   - - - - - - -  -

                            Total =                          50   x 7 words

 4) Structural Analysis of the Second Part of Peter’s Speech
The second part of Peter’s speech is widely recognised to constitute a chiasm, and a version of the chiasm  from Craig Keener’s 4-volume commentary on Acts is shown on the next page (largely based on Kenneth Bailey’s version). There is also another outline version from the same commentary (which uses notation which I find a bit hard to follow!) and which Craig K. refers to as a “double chiasmus”!

Although Craig K. discusses some weaknesses in this proposed structure, for me the main difficulty with this structure is the way that it treats Peter’s double 
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quotation from Psalm 16. In this Psalm, David says that “God will not allow His Holy One to see corruption . . “ and Peter basically quotes this text twice. Now it seems to me that these two quotations have equivalent “structural status” in Peter’s sermon - and so I felt that they should likely occupy equivalent positions on either side of the centre of the chiastic structure. However, the version of the chiasm in Craig Keener’s commentary  places the first occurrence within a larger section (labelled C) whereas the second occurrence is treated as the centre of the chiasm and given its own labels  (J and J`). 

In what follows, I have tried treating these quotations as equally balanced on either side of the chiastic centre. If we do this we might get something like the structure shown on the next page:

The diagram looks complicated! I’m not at all sure that I’ve adequately figured out how this part of Peter’s speech is actually structured, but in the following notes, I’ll try to explain the structure that I’ve arrived at so far!!
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Notes:

 1) We can see from A and A` that this part of Peter’s speech is “book-ended” by  a) references to the hearers as Israelites, and by b) references to his hearers’ role in the crucifixion of Jesus. In Ac) there is a  reference to Jesus’ resurrection by God and in A`c) the corresponding reference is to His installation as both Lord and Christ by God (as a result of His ascension). The analysis of the whole passage depends heavily on these twin themes of Christ’s resurrection and His ascension, and A and A`, considered together, complement one another in this respect.

 2) The first part of Peter’s speech (the Joel prophecy) initially describes blessings—the outpoured Spirit. However this is immediately followed in verses 19-21 by a warning that this blessing comes in the context of God’s judgement upon some people (the apocalyptic symbols of cosmic collapse) and that participation in the blessings rather than in the judgement will depend on calling on the name of the Lord and being saved.

This would presumably have come as something of a shock to the devout Jews present on the Day of Pentecost because they would likely have felt that they would “qualify” be part of any blessing. Verses 19-21 therefore act as a transitional passage from the promised blessing, (which is clearly being experienced by the 120 followers of Jesus), to the second part of Peter’s sermon whose opening and closing sections (A and A`) explain why the hearers will need i) to repent (i.e. for their “collective”, national role in the crucifixion of Jesus and for their failure to believe in Him - and presumably for other sins also since Peter later speaks of the “forgiveness of sins” generally) and ii) to call on the name of the Lord for salvation—which Peter later equates with being baptised in the name of Jesus. (In Joel, the word for Lord is Yahweh, and Peter here therefore points to a Trinitarian (and biblical!) understanding of the Person of Yahweh in the Old Testament).

 3) Actually, section A is slightly more complicated than shown in the diagram on the previous page! Here (next page) is a somewhat expanded version of sections A and A`. A has now become A1 and A2 and A` has become A1` and A2` and unfortunately the smaller letters in the new diagram don’t really correspond very well to the smaller letters in the old diagram I’m afraid.

 4) Peter establishes the guilt of his hearers by pointing out that Jesus’ miracles were done by God through Him and that Jesus was therefore authorised or authenticated by God, and that this truth was widely known and recognised in Israel. This is emphasised by the expressions “among you” and “in your midst” and also by the expression “as you yourselves know” in v. 22. This latter expression is always seen as referring back to the powerful deeds, works and signs of v. 22—which indeed it does, but I wonder whether it does not also serve as a “hinge” which also “points forwards”  to the killing of Christ by crucifixion in accordance with God’s plan in verse 23, since it was widely recognised at the 
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1st part of Peter’s first speech (vs. 14

-

21)

 

 A) The outpouring of the Spirit (also on sons and daughters etc.) as a 

 

       fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy

 

 

 B) Transition: i) signs and wonders and the Day of the Lord

 

                         ii) calling of the name of the Lord
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The rest of Peter’s first speech
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-
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received
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time of the crucifixion that a great sin had been committed (e.g. Luke 23:48), and also pious Israelites would have nevertheless believed in the sovereignty of God. This is just a suggestion, but grammatically, the expression “as you yourselves know” could “belong” to what precedes or to what follows, or, as tentatively suggested here, to both.

 5) Remarkably, in A and A`, Jesus is entirely passive— we see either God working through Him, or the Israelites taking Him, crucifying Him and killing Him. 

6) In the expanded version of A and A`, Jesus’ resurrection in the second part of A2 corresponds to, and complements, Jesus’ ascension which is implied by the fact that God makes Him Lord and Christ in A2`. This explicit mentioning of the resurrection as contrasted with the implied ascension is actually a feature at several points in the overall chiasm—as I hope to indicate later. At any rate, the two themes, although closely related are not always treated in exactly analogous ways in Peter’s sermon.

 7) In this analysis, reference to “this Jesus Whom you crucified” in A1` corresponds to the whole of A1. It does this by means of an inclusio. This is because the first words of A1 (after “Men, Israelites” etc.) is Jesus of Nazareth, and the final words of this section are “having crucified, you killed”. Thus Jesus and crucifixion act as an inclusio which frames everything in between. According to the present analysis, A1` corresponds to this since it refers to Jesus and crucifixion. In this way it can be seen as chiastically corresponding to, and encapsulating in nuce, the start of the passage.

 8) The name of Jesus occurs three times in Peter’s sermon. Two of these occurrences are at the beginning of A1 and in A1` as noted above. (Jesus is also referred to three times as Christ and three times as Lord in Peter’s sermon. (David is also mentioned three times).

 9) In A1, we have  three actions by God in relation to Jesus (labelled c, c` and c``). He authenticates Him, He “does” great works through Him  and He “gives Him up”. The first two are linked by the central position of the expression “by powerful deeds and works and signs”. In f), corresponding to these three actions (in a negative way) are three actions by Peter’s hearers (the men of Israel): they took by lawless hands (unfortunately the participle “having taken” (labontes) is missing in the Nestle-Aland Text), then they crucified and killed Jesus. The first of these actions chiastically matches the third of God’s actions: the plan of God “gives up” Jesus and the men of Israel take Him through lawless hands. The next two actions chiastically match the first two actions of God but in a negative way: whereas God performs powerful deeds, wonders and signs which attest to Jesus and are performed through Jesus, the Israelites are only capable of destruction: they crucify and kill him. (Possibly the crucifixion can be seen as an attempt to “de-authenticate” Jesus—since it was a shameful death reserved for malefactors (cf. Deut. 21:22-23), and then the killing would correspond negatively to God’s doing of mighty deeds etc. through Jesus.) Clearly, Peter is emphasising the opposition of Israel to God in Israel’s treatment of Jesus.

It wasn’t clear to me how best to assign letters to each of these sections in the diagram. I’ve used c’s for God’s three actions, and the letter f) to denote the three wicked actions of Israel, but this obscures the chiastic relationship between these two groups of three (which I have attempted to describe above.)

 10) Let us now look at section A2 in relation to A1. Basically, A1 and A2 are parallel (“panel”) structures, although A2 is somewhat truncated. In A2 we  have an action by God in relation to Jesus: God raises up Jesus. The 
corresponding “f” section in A2 has three actions (as did the “f” in A1). However, only one of these actions  is done by God (“loosing the throes of death”). The next two actions—or rather “non actions” - are death’s not being powerful to hold Jesus: God thus defeats both Israel’s schemes and death itself. We can see how the “f” sections in A1 and A2 closely correspond. The main correspondence is chiastic—”loosing the throes (agonies) of death” corresponds closely to “you crucified and you killed” in A1, and the inability of death to hold Jesus corresponds closely to the lawless hands that took Jesus. There is also a “panel” aspect to f and f` since the first lines each contain a single action, and the second lines two actions each.

 11) A2` also consists of an action by God in relation to Jesus—this time in relation to Jesus ascension and exaltation. Thus A2` complements A1` - the latter describing Christ’s resurrection.

12) There is possibly second way of looking at the relationship between the two A-sections, and that is by noting the way that Peter places his hearers in “opposition” to God with regard to various aspects of Jesus’ person and work by means of a sort of  “cyclical” structuring - as shown in the diagram (next page) (which follows the Greek word order):

 13)  Referring now to the original diagram, it is proposed that sections B and B` match because they both speak about Jesus’ resurrection and ascension using quotations from the Psalms. (The second part of A2 in the “expanded version of A and A` also refers to the Psalms: the expression “the throes of death” is  apparently based on a corresponding expression in Ps. 18:5 (Please note Ps. 18 is Ps. 17 in the enumeration of the Septuagint)). 

Between B and B` is section C which forms the heart of Peter’s argument about these quotations from the Psalms—namely that, although originally written by David, they cannot actually refer to him, but rather, he was speaking prophetically of Christ. This truth applies equally to B and to B` (hence the little red arrows in the diagram) and this makes section C appropriate for the centre of the chiasm as a whole. 

Let us look first at section B.

 14) Peter is a good teacher! He doesn’t try to do everything at once! We note that section A (using the original notation for the “A” sections)  has only referred to Jesus’ resurrection, not to His ascension. (This is  matched by corresponding (indirect) reference to the ascension but not the resurrection in A`).

Furthermore, he will not prove that sections B and B` refer to Christ and not David, until section C. Therefore, at the start of section B, Peter simply states that David is speaking “on behalf of Christ. Peter does this by means of the expression, “David says towards Him” or “David says “into” Him” where the Him 
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is Christ.

Having (temporarily) assumed the truth of this proposition, Peter proceeds to quote extensively from Psalm 16. In this Psalm, Jesus is pictured as already seated before God, as well as being at God’s “right” i.e. at God’s right hand (sections u and u`). These glorious truths are consequences that follow upon the ascension. The ascension is therefore implied, rather than directly referred to, in section B.

The structure of section B is chiastic, being basically, u, v, w, v`, u`. The v sections speak of Jesus’ joy at being in God’s close presence.

The central section, w, speaks explicitly of resurrection—both positively in terms of hope and life and negatively in terms of Jesus’ not being left in death.

15) As we know, Peter will return to the themes of resurrection and ascension in the corresponding section, B`, but first, in the very centre of the chiasm (labelled C), he attempts to prove what he has hitherto assumed in B—namely that the things that David says in the Psalms are actually about Christ. (Actually, in C, he ”completes” this proof with respect to Christ’s resurrection, but (I think!) only proves Christ’s ascension “typologically” - the remainder of the proof regarding ascension will come in section B`.

The central section C is indicated and emphasised by a brief recapitulation to the start of the passage: Peter refers to his hearers as “men, brothers”, just as he referred to them as “men, Israelites” at the start of this section of his sermon. Then we come to the central proof: David died and was buried, and he has stayed dead and buried! But he has also been promised by God that a descendant, the Christ, (Messiah or Anointed One) will be raised up and will sit on his throne. (“His” throne here is taken to be a reference to David’s throne (rather than Jesus’ or God’s throne.) Nevertheless, in the light of the various Psalms (e.g. Pss. 89, 132, 110 and other passages to which Peter is likely alluding here, it seems clear that this throne to which Christ will be exalted is, or at least points to, the eternal and heavenly throne with God (e.g. Ps. 89:26-29) and so this exaltation to David’s throne implies Christ’s ascension—at least typologically.

 16) Section B` corresponds to, and develops, section B in speaking of Christ’s resurrection and ascension. However, it is also “informed” by the proof in section C, the “pivot” of the chiasm, that David was speaking prophetically about Jesus Christ.

In section B`, the themes of resurrection and ascension are presented sequentially, whereas is section B, “resurrection” was sandwiched chiastically between (implied) ascension sections. Nevertheless, both “B” sections have two “ascension” sub-sections and one “resurrection” sub-section each—at least in this attempted analysis (please see below).

The “resurrection” sub-section in B` (B`w`) reproduces the structure of Bw), the corresponding section in B. In both of these, the negative quotation from Ps. 16 is sandwiched within positive statements about life, resurrection etc. In B` however, the quotation is in the third rather than the first person. 

The ascension sub-section of B` is doubled, just as it was in B, but this time the two “u’s and v’s” appear sequentially rather than chiastically. The references to the  joy and gladness of Christ which are associated with His ascension to God’s presence in B are now matched (and so structurally linked) by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and by Christ's victory over His enemies (the “footstall” reference) in B`. This link is a very interesting consequence of the structure, and shows the joy that Christ has in blessing us with the Holy Spirit and with saving us, and giving us victory over our (and His) spiritual enemies.
17) Another most important feature of B` is that witnessing to the resurrection is the job of the Apostles, but witnessing to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is seen to be the “job” of  Peter’s hearers. I’ve drawn attention to this by means of the “asterisked” subsections labelled x) and x`). 

 18) In the first part of the  “ascension” section of B` (labelled B`u) we have what I think is the first explicit mention of the ascension—Peter says that Christ was “exalted to the right (hand) of God”, and again (in B`u`) there is a reference to Christ being placed in this exalted position with a quotation from Ps. 110. However the ascension section of B` is the first time that Christ’s ascension is described directly and explicitly. (It has thitherto been implied by describing Christ’s position at God’s “right” in B, and by describing His ascent to David’s throne (rather than explicitly to God’s presence) in C. I think that this explains why Peter speaks in the centre of the “ascension” section of B` of David not ascending to heaven. In this way, by means of a reference to David’s “non-ascension”  (“David did not ascend to the heavens”) Peter emphasises that the quotation from Ps. 110 (“The Lord said to my Lord . .”) is about Christ, just as the reference to David’s death in section C proved that the quotation from Ps. 16 about not remaining in Hades referred to Christ, not David. 

In the diagram, I’ve tried to indicate that, in fact, the two “ascension” sections within B` are structured like a miniature version of sections B, C, B` of the sermon as a whole. This is because Christ’s ascension is stated ”without proof” in “little B”, proved in “little C” (i.e. David did not ascend to the heavens), and described again in “little B`. The completion of the ascension “proof” thus takes two stages, whereas the “resurrection” proof only took one stage. and perhaps this corresponds to the 2:1 ratio of “ascension”- to “resurrection”-type statements in both B and B` as noted earlier. Perhaps we could even speculate that tha also corresponds to the fact that the Apostles alone witnessed the resurrection (a single step), whereas, it took the Apostles’ etc. additional receiving of the outpoured Holy Spirit to provide evidence for the ascension (hence a two-step process?)

Finally, we note that whenever Peter quotes the Psalms in his sermon (as he does explicitly three times) he explicitly says that the reference is to Christ and not to David. In fact, the three mentions of David’s name in Peter’s sermon function to transfer the reference from David to Christ! 

 19) In this analysis then, section C serves to “prove” Christ’s resurrection from Scripture by means of the negative example of David’s death. However, section C also goes some way to “proving” Christ’s heavenly ascension by referring to Christ’s ascension to the throne of David (an “upwards” movement, and contrasting this with David’s body remaining in his tomb (i.e. in the earth, a downwards movement). This “partial” proof regarding the ascension in C is completed in B` by the explicit exaltation and seating of Christ in heaven contrasted 
with David’s “non-ascension” .

In this analysis, then, resurrection and ascension are not quite treated in completely analogous ways, the “proof” regarding the ascension coming after that for the resurrection, and this perhaps mirroring the fact that it is the apostles who are described as witnessing the resurrection, but Peter’s hearers who are called upon subsequently (in time and in the order of the sermon) to acknowledge the truth of the ascension— as manifested in the pouring out of the Spirit (but also, ultimately in God’s vanquishing of all Christ's enemies too). It is a moment of decision for the hearers and many respond favourably. 

 5) The Events Following Peter’s Speech 

After Peter’s speech, the hearers are “cut to the heart” and ask Peter and the other apostles what they should do. Peter’s reply picks up themes from the first part of his speech (the “Joel” section), and this is followed by a passage describing the addition to the church of about 3000 “souls” and their community life, followed by a second description of community life and  the addition of others to the church in the following days. “Sandwiched” in the middle of these two descriptions of conversions and community life is a specific description of the commonality of goods in the church. 

Let us see first of all how Peter’s reply corresponds to the first part of his speech (below): 
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Notes: 

 1) The first part of Peter’s speech is a response to the questions (and comments) of those who heard the speaking in tongues. Peter’s second speech (i.e. the little speech that we are currently considering) is also a response to a question of his hearers.

 2) Calling on the name of the Lord (i.e. Yahweh) and being saved in Joel (Bii and Biii) correspond to repenting and being baptised in the name of Jesus Christ ((Bii)` and Bii)``) in Peter’s second speech. That is how one calls on His name!

 3) The “signs and wonders” of Bi) are not referred to in Peter’s second speech, but they will correspond to signs and wonders by the Apostles in our next section (and they were also mentioned in relation to Jesus Christ in Acts 2:22).

Now let’s look briefly at the sequel to these conversions in verses 41b-47.

A suggested structure for these verses is given below:
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Notes:

 1) The sequel to Peter’s sermon and the conversion of Peter’s hearers is their addition to the church on that same day, and their incorporation into the life of the church plus the addition of further new converts on subsequent days. There is a basically A,B,A` chiastic pattern to this sequel with the interesting information regarding the commonality of goods forming the B-section at the centre. Structurally, the last part of Peter’s second speech (vs. 39v-40) seems to be transitional—it corresponds “backwards” to the Joel prophecy, and also forwards to the account of the life of the church. I’ve included it in both sections (for the time being anyway!)

 2) A noticeable feature of this sequel to Peter’s sermon is that there is a sense of “getting on with life” in a more “everyday” sort of way. Although Peter has told his hearers that they will receive the promise of the Holy Spirit, this event is not explicitly described, and emphasis is placed on their incorporation into the unity (and routine!) of church life. Neither are we told that they spoke in tongues! One could suggest that they didn’t need to as these new converts already spoke in many different tongues!! Could we even suggest that one main purpose of the tongues miracle on the Day of Pentecost was to initiate a “reversal the judgement of Babel” by bringing these speakers of different tongues from the places to which they had been scattered into the unity of the church and into the New Covenant? Unity is certainly emphasised in verses 41-47. The good expression “with one mind” in v. 46 reminds us (in reverse!) of the bad unity of purpose of the Babelites in Genesis Ch. 11. 

 3) Is it significant that the Day of Pentecost was the start of the building up of the church, and the 25-fold increase on that day (120 members, increased by 3000 (=120x25)) represents a “half-Pentecost” increase?  Later (Acts 4:4) the total number of men increases to 5000 which is 100 Pentecosts!

 4) The Apostles feature in the upper half of the chiasm (teaching and acting as conduits for miracles), but not in the lower half which doesn’t draw any “hierarchical” distinctions—rather the common life of sharing and equality is emphasised (note the emphasis on sharing food etc. and  having favour with all the people in this lower section). The connection here I think is that the Apostles used their giftings in teaching and miracles (“Silver and gold have I none etc.”!) and the other believers used their giftings of possessions and generosity, and all working together in the life of the church.

6) An Attempted Synthesis

At the start of this article,  a three-fold division of the passage was suggested, with each sub-section divided into two or three sub-units as shown (next page):
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However, here (next page) is a possible structural analysis for the passage as a whole suggested both by the above structure, and also by the previous analyses of the various sub-sections.

Notes:

  1)  An interesting feature is that people who are converted are both saved and called (passive) , but they also call and save (themselves) (active)!

 2) The Holy Spirit brings people together at the start of the passage (though it is only after Peter’s sermon that Peter’s hearers are actually joined to the church), but the Holy Spirit appears to “retire from the scene” once they have been brought together near the end of the passage—working “behind the scenes” the Spirit concentrates on producing  unity, doctrinal truth and Christian character amongst all the believers. 

 3) Peter’s reply in the upper half of the chiasm is in two parts—both from Joel. These two parts correspond to the two questions previously asked by his hearers which were, in effect, i) What is this? (Ans: the Spirit outpoured) and ii) What does this mean? (Ans: Things are being upturned in judgement, but people who call on the name of the Lord will be saved). (Between these sensible questions and answers Peter briefly deals with the objection of those mocking).

 Peter’s reply to the hearers’ third question (in the lower half of the chiasm) actually refers back to both of his previous answers (i.e. to i) the Name of the Lord and salvation and ii) to the promise of the Holy Spirit), but this time salvation is specifically through repentance and being baptised in Jesus’ name. Thus, Peter’s reply in the lower half of the chiasm is “informed” both by the upper part of the chiasm, and also by the contents of the central section of the chiasm—his teaching about the crucifixion, resurrection, ascension and exaltation of Christ.  
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Appendix—Acts Ch 2 in the Received Text (the Textus Receptus)
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