[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]courtesy of www.orientalism-in-art.org




[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.wmf]
[image: image8.wmf][image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]b THE

msp| R I

MEREDITH G. KLINE





[image: image11.jpg]il



[image: image12.jpg]DEVELOPING A BIBLICAL VIEW
OF THE WORLD

JAMES B. JORDAN

















































Bible Exposition





Christ in Genesis Chapters 1-3





�





In the last issue of Bible Study . . . and how! we looked at some of the ways in which the Creation themes of the early chapters of Genesis foreshadowed Gospel events. In that article, I suggested, as many others have done before me, that the first chapter of John’s Gospel presents us with a week at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry which corresponds to the creation week of Genesis chapter 1. Both weeks were followed by a wedding: God’s bringing of Eve to Adam in Genesis ch. 2 and the wedding at Cana in Galilee of John ch. 2.





Since writing that article, I have encountered some other ways of computing that first week which, on reflection, I feel are superior to the one given in my article, so I would like to briefly present them now. Both Peter Leithart and James Jordan are to be thanked for many of these insights.





I think that one of the failings of the computation that I suggested is that it doesn’t take account of John 1:39 where two of the disciples stay with Jesus – for it was about the tenth hour. Daylight was divided into 12 hours, so, at the tenth hour it would soon be getting dark at the start of the next day, and it seems clear that John intends us here to mark the transition from one day to the next.





A second failing in my account is that the expression “on the third day” should, I think, really be “inclusive” reckoning, whereas I simply added the three days on to the four days I had already counted to complete seven days (i.e. “exclusive” reckoning). With inclusive reckoning, “on the third day” really means “the day after next”. Thus:





TODAY        TOMORROW   THE DAY AFTER NEXT





FIRST DAY   SECOND DAY       THIRD DAY





It will become apparent why this is a better explanation below!





A final correction would then be to see that John has talked at some length at the beginning of his Gospel about light and darkness, paralleling the work of Day One of the original creation. So, let’s take these references to light and darkness as Day One of John’s account too.











John ch. 1





Genesis 1





Jesus the light of the world (vs. 1-14)





Creation of Light





�





Now there are some really interesting things to note here!





We have just mentioned the relationship between the creation of light and darkness in
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Baptism by John the Baptist (vs.19-28)





Firmament (heaven)


that separates waters above from waters below.





�





Jesus is baptised (vs. 29-34)





Dry land emerges from water





�





John points disciples to Jesus (vs. 35-39)





Creation of sun and moon. The moon points to the sun





�





Disciples bring brothers (vs. 40-42)





Creation of fishes and birds





�





Jesus and Nathaniel (vs. 43-51)





Creation of (animals and man)





�





Nothing recorded in John 





Sabbath – nothing created





�





Wedding in Cana. John 2:1-11





1st day of new week





�
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The creation of Light Marilyn Todd-Daniels





Genesis ch. 1 and Christ being light. This is taken up later in the gospel where Jesus says that He is the light of the world (John 8:12).





If we take this then as our starting point, then the events on day 2 of creation should correspond to day 2 of John’s Gospel. Let’s see if this is the case. On day 2 in Genesis, God creates a “firmament” which is called heaven which separates the waters below the firmament from the waters above the firmament. The waters are thus “divided” and this corresponds in John’s Gospel to the baptism conducted by John, which not only divided the waters of Jordan, but divided people too, into those “above” who were preparing for the coming of the Lord, and those “below” who rejected John’s summons to repentance.





Moving on to day 3, we have, in Genesis, the creation of land coming up through water. This corresponds in John to Jesus’ coming up from the waters of baptism. Also, since this is day three, we can also see this as symbolic of Christ’s resurrection from the “waters” of death.





On Day 4, the sun and moon were created. The moon points to the sun, and these are symbolic of Christ, the Sun of Righteousness (Malachi 4:2), seen both directly in the New Covenant, and also in the paler reflected light of the types and shadows of the Old Covenant (the moon). John the Baptist represents the Old Covenant (“the Law and the Prophets prophesied until John”) and here, in John’s Gospel, John the Baptist points two disciples to Christ. 





On day five, we have the swarming creatures of sea and sky. The earth is not entirely absent here however, as the birds multiply “on the earth”. On day five in John’s Gospel we have the bringing to Jesus of Simon by his brother





 Andrew, and the renaming of Simon as Peter, “the rock”. It is not immediately clear how these two days, in Genesis and John could correspond, and I will discuss this below.











brother Andrew, and the renaming of Simon as Peter, “the rock”. It is not immediately clear how these two days, in Genesis and John could correspond, and I will discuss this below.





On day 6, we have the creation of man, and, in John’s Gospel, the calling of Philip and the bringing to Jesus of Nathaniel. Nathaniel is described as “an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile!” This is a play on words, as the patriarch Jacob was renamed Israel, but as Jacob he was famously full of guile and trickery. (So both Simon and Nathaniel are associated with new names. Yes something good can come out of Nazareth, just as something good can come out of Jacob, and a man of rock out of the “son of Jonah”.) Once again, it is not immediately clear what the connection might be. However, an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile would be the ideal or perfect man, corresponding to Adam in the Genesis account. Interestingly, both the ideal Israelite and the Rock are actually descriptions of Christ. So, we can, in passing, see Christ formed in his followers, who represent the Church.





Day seven is the Sabbath in the Genesis account, and in John’s Gospel, fittingly, nothing takes place.





Finally, we have the wedding in Cana on the eighth day – the resurrection day, and the first day of the new week – new beginnings. The wedding is symbolic of Christ’s marriage to His bride the church.





Now, we need to pick up on a couple of points. First, what about Day 5 – how can we connect fishes and birds with the calling of Simon Peter?
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The Fifth Day of Creation by the French Artist Macha Chmakoff
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I think a clue here is the known association of Simon Peter with fishes. He was a fisherman by trade. He was also the “son of Jonah” - and so we think of Jonah who was swallowed by one of the very great sea monsters – the sort described in Gen. 1:21. We are also reminded of the 153 fishes which Peter single-handedly dragged to the shore in John ch. 21.





So, if Peter represents the fishes, who represents the birds?





I want to suggest something here. Please tell me if you disagree. In John’s Gospel, John does not refer to himself by name. On the fifth day, after Andrew and one other disciple have stayed with Jesus, we read in v. 41 that Andrew “first” found his brother Simon. It is possible that the word could mean “first thing in the morning”, but it can also mean that Andrew was the first one to do such a thing, with the implication that the other disciple also had a brother and did the same thing, but was not quite so quick as Andrew. (This interpretation is described by the Dutch theologian Jakob van Bruggen). In this interpretation, John was one of the original two 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.orientalism-in-art.org/Jesus-and-his-disciples-travelling-into-Galilee-large.html" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.orientalism-in-art.org/Jesus-and-his-disciples-travelling-into-Galilee.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Jesus and his disciples travelling into Galilee – but should there be six disciples, not five?
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The Gospel of John is traditionally represented by an eagle
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disciples, and also subsequently fetched his brother James. However, I wonder whether it was not the other way round. Just as Andrew was the lesser-known of those two brothers, yet was called first, could this not also be the case with James and John? Now, let’s suppose that James was called first, and then John, the Beloved Disciple, was called after Peter - as is also the case in the Synoptic Gospels. This would fit in very well with one of the minor themes in John, that Simon Peter gets to Jesus first, but doesn’t have as much spiritual insight as John, the author of our Gospel. We see this in the resurrection events where John is the first to believe, even though Peter goes into the tomb first, and also in the miracle of the 153 fishes: John recognises Jesus first, but Peter swims to the shore and “reaches Jesus first”. in a physical sense. This would answer our question about 








the birds. They have been represented, with great care and subtlety, by John as corresponding to the Beloved Disciple himself – the fish come first in Genesis, then the birds. John’s Gospel is the most “spiritual” of the Gospels, and, curiously is traditionally represented by the symbol of an eagle.


This would also mean that Jesus brought six disciples to the wedding in Cana – corresponding to the six stone waterpots at that wedding.





An additional point in favour of the chronology set out in this article concerns John the Baptist.





John the Baptist’s work is described on each of the first four days. Well, the first three and a half days actually. It is during the fourth day, that John the Baptist “hands over” his two disciples (two is the number of “witness”) to Jesus. He is active in the first part of the day, but is not referred to thereafter in the week of John ch. 1. We can see that this fits in perfectly with the account in Genesis. The sun and moon are created on the fourth day, and as we know, each day consists of an evening and then a morning. Thus, the night comes first, and then the day: the pale, th’inconstant moon “hands over” to the brightness of the sun. How fittingly this represents the change of the Covenants, symbolised by the handing over to Jesus of two disciples by John!
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Nathaniel under the Fig Tree 


by James Tissot, French 1836-1902





�





�





John ch. 1 and Genesis ch. 1 – a Second Look.





There is a lot more in John’s account however than the points that we have noticed. I would like now to have a second look at John ch. 1, which also recognises John’s “week” and the connections with Genesis. This analysis is that of James Jordan and is explained more fully in an article written by James Jordan, Introduction to the Seven-Fold Covenant Model, details of how to obtain this are given at the end of this article. The pattern is chiastic and is set out in the next column.





This is quite a complicated way of understanding the text of John’s Gospel, and I’m not really sure I’ve grasped it very well. In order to appreciate the analysis, it would really be necessary to look at another two books, one by James Jordan called Through New Eyes, and another by the influential Covenant theologian, Meredith Kline called Images of the Spirit. Details of both these books are given at the end of the article. Fortunately, all of Through New Eyes and most of Images of the Spirit can be downloaded from the Internet. Again, details











Christ as light





Day 1





A





Christ as Firmament, “House of Figs”





Day 2





B





Christ as Land





Day 3





C





Disciples as light-bearers, attach selves to Firmament





Day 4





A`





Disciples as rocks, part of Land





Day 5





C`





Disciples under Firmament – new House of Figs





Day 6





B`





Sabbath





Day 7





A``





New week begins at Cana.





Day 1





A2
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are given at the end of the article.





I think though that we can see the connection between C and C` - between Christ as Land, and Peter described as a rock.





However, the connection between “Christ as Firmament” - House of Figs (B) and “Disciples under Firmament” – New House of Figs (B`) is not at all clear!





In order to understand at least some of this, we need to look at the meaning of Firmament in Genesis 1:6-8. 





On day 2 in Genesis, God creates a “firmament” which is called heaven which separates the waters below the firmament from the waters above the firmament.  I don’t think this firmament called heaven is the same as the heaven of Gen 1:1 because in Gen 1:2, attention has been turned to “the earth”. I think the heaven of verse 1 means God’s dwelling place – where His throne is so be found - and the heaven of verse 2 is, basically, “what we see when we look up”! The use of the same word shows us that the heaven of verse 2 is a picture – a symbolic representation - of God’s dwelling place, the heaven of verse 1. (If this is true, then the waters above are described here as being beyond our “earthly” heavens – perhaps this is related to Rev. 4:6, where, before the throne, there is “as it were a sea of glass, like crystal”)





So, on day 2, a firmament called heaven is created which divides the waters. In Psalm 19:4 we read, amongst other things that “. . . In them (the heavens) he has set a tent (or tabernacle) for the sun.” – the meaning being that the heavens are the tabernacle for the sun – the sun is described later on in Genesis as being placed in the firmament, in the tent. The heavens here referred to are the “lower” heavens, and the use of the plural, heavens instead of heaven - is a common feature of such usage (e.g. Gen 1:17).





Also, in Isaiah 40:22 we read:





“ . . . (God) stretches out the heavens like a curtain,


And spreads them like a tent to dwell in”





Most commentators think that it is God, not man, who is “dwelling” in this verse. I think though that we should perhaps think of God as dwelling in the “real” heaven, but pictured symbolically as dwelling in the heavens which are a picture of the “real” heaven.





When we look then at John 1:14, “The Word was








made flesh, and dwelt, (literally, tabernacled) amongst us”, we can think of Jesus as doing what was prefigured in these verses about the heavens. The heavens correspond to Jesus earthly (fleshly) existence as they are both places of the tabernacling of God. The first points to the second, just as the sun also is a sign pointing to Christ.





John goes on to say that, “We beheld his glory”. This corresponds to what the Psalmist says about the heavens in Ps. 19:1.





“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims His handiwork”





John also describes Jesus as “The Word”. One function of words is to communicate or declare, and this ties in with the above verse too.





The connection between words and the heavens is also made plain in the structure of Psalm 19. The first half refers to the heavens, and the second half, in structural parallelism, to Torah – the Law of God in the Old Testament – which is interpreted in the New Testament as pointing to and fulfilled in Christ Himself – the Word of God.





A second connection between words and heavens is found in Isaiah 34:4 which describes the skies “rolling up like a scroll”. (This actually ties in with the meaning of “firmament” as something beaten or stretched out – like a scroll.). Here is Is. 34:4 in full:


“All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the skies shall roll up like a scroll.


All their host shall fall, 


as the leaves fall from the vine,


like leaves falling from the fig tree”
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The heavens are telling the glory of God


Ps. 19:1
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Here, not only are the heavens like a scroll, they are also like the leaves on the vine and of the fig tree –these two trees being symbols of the nation of Israel. In particular, the fig tree is a symbol of Israel as God’s priestly nation. I think this verse illustrates a connection between the heavens and fig trees, particularly their leafy covering, that James Jordan refers to. Revelation 6:12-14 makes the same connection, but this time it is the figs themselves that are referred to.





To sit under one’s fig tree is a symbol of Israel at peace – it sometimes is used in prophecy in this way - and so would be a symbol of God’s Kingdom being present and of God’s dwelling with man both through Christ. It is this to which Nathaniel correctly refers after Jesus says He saw him under the fig tree:





“Rabbi, You are the Son of God!  You are the king of Israel!” (John 1:50)





Finally, we can also see the chiastic connection between Day 2 - the tabernacling of Jesus represented by “Jesus as the firmament” in John’s Gospel and Genesis – and Day 6 - the ladder that Jesus talks about in John 1:51 Jesus says:





“Because I said to you “I saw you under the fig tree do you believe? You shall see greater things than these” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”.





In passing we note that Jesus refers to Himself here as the Son of man – an appropriate designation for Day 6. He is also referred to as the King of Israel, a title which combines human and divine elements. (For example Psalms 2 and 45).





Jesus refers back to the account of Jacob’s dream where he sees a ladder to heaven, so once again we are linking Day 6 in John’s Gospel back to Day 2. Jesus describes Himself as that ladder, and also says that the heavens are opened – that is, the pathway through to the “real” heavens where God dwells is through Jesus, and there is movement in both directions – heaven coming down to earthand vice versa. Jacob’s ladder, fulfilled in Christ, is a theme taken up in Revelation, as shown in the John-Revelation Project to which we sometimes refer. 





This opening of the heavens through Christ is the “greater things” to which Jesus refers when talking with Nathaniel. If we look at the original passage in Genesis (Gen. 28:10-22) we read that Jacob called the place where he had the dream Bethel – the House of God – and this links back to Day 2 where Jesus is described as tabernacling with men. Through the reference to “greater things”, Nathaniel’s fig tree (the “house of figs” - representing Israel) points to the dwelling of God with men through Christ, the “ladder”, who is the True Israel.





Ultimately, the dwelling of God with men is fulfilled in the holy city, prepared as a bride, adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:1-4).





Note: We have looked at Genesis Ch.1 and John ch. 1 without referring to some very important Old Testament examples of God dwelling with men using creation imagery. These include the Tabernacle, and Solomon’s and Ezekiel’s temples. These important topics and much else that is relevant to the passages we have been looking at can be found in the books below:














Both books can be obtained from Amazon. Most of Meredith Kline’s book can be downloaded free from: � HYPERLINK "http://www.meredithkline.com" ��www.meredithkline.com�
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All of James Jordan’s book can be downloaded free from his website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblicalhorizons.com" ��www.biblicalhorizons.com�  





Details regarding James Jordan’s article “Introduction to The Seven-fold Covenant Model” can also be found on the Biblical Horizons website.
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