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“Do Not Hold on to Me”


James Tissot, French, 1836-1902





he sees a spiritual pattern in aspects of the original creation. For example, in Ephesians 5:31-32, quoting from Genesis 2:24 (which follows as a consequence of the creation of Eve from the side of Adam), Paul asserts that the primary meaning of “a man leaving his father and mother and cleaving to his wife” refers to Christ and the Church, but acknowledges that this is a deep mystery.





As further examples, Paul says that “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17), and he repeatedly connects Adam with Christ – even calling Christ “the last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:45) and contrasting Adam’s and Christ’s origins (earthly and heavenly respectively).





In Genesis chapters 1 and 2 the creation of the heavens and earth in six days is described, followed by God’s rest on the seventh day. After this, there is a second account which focuses attention on the earth – in particular the creation of man (Adam), the planting of the garden of Eden and the placing of the man in the garden to look after it, the creation of the woman (Eve) from the side of the Adam whilst he slept, and finally God’s bringing of Eve to Adam (the first marriage!)





Similarly, after the Prologue (John 1:1-18), John 


continues his Gospel by describing an entire week ending with the wedding at Cana!





We can see this by noting the references to time at the beginning of John’s Gospel. In John 1:29 there is a reference to “the next day”. This takes us from Day 1 to Day 2. John 1:35 also says “the next day” – this takes us from Day 2 to Day 3. A further reference to “the next Day” in v. 43 takes us to Day 4, and then we are told that the wedding in Cana was “on the third day” - thus completing the week.





The theme of a week culminating in a meeting of a man and a woman occurs at the end of John’s Gospel also, where Jesus, having risen from the tomb meets Mary Magdalene.





In John 12:1 we read “Six days before the Passover . . ”. John locates the crucifixion as occurring on the Day of Preparation -that is the day before the start of the Passover festival. We can see this by looking at John 19:31. We also see that the next day was the Sabbath (and simultaneously the start of Passover). Then, John tells us (John 20:1) that Mary Magdalene came to the tomb on the first day of the week -.that is the first day after the Sabbath – so again, I think we





This is the first of a series of articles in which I hope to explore some of the ways in which the events of the first two chapters of Genesis can be seen as pointing forwards to Christ and the Church. 





There are many such connections, so I would like to start this article by suggesting one or two of them. John starts his Gospel with a deliberate evocation of Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word”, and (referring to the coming of Christ) goes on to speak of light shining in darkness. John seems to take it as given that the work of Christ in the original creation (“All things were made through Him” – John 1:3) will be paralleled with His later spiritual work - in this case, the spiritual light that Christ brings corresponding to the creation of physical light in Genesis Ch. 1. John’s Gospel continues this theme with many references contrasting light and darkness, including Jesus’ repeated statement “I am the Light of the World”





Other examples of the connection between Christ and the early chapters of Genesis are found in Paul’s writings. Like John, he describes Christ’s role in creation (Col. 1:15-20) but, also like John, 
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are intended to understand that a week has elapsed followed by a meeting of a man and a woman.





























Are there any other clues in John’s Gospel to suggest that John interpreted Jesus’ meeting with Mary Magdalene are a symbolic fulfilment of Eve being brought to Adam? Yes, I think there are, and this connection has a long and distinguished place in the history of Biblical exegesis, going back at least to Tertullian (c. 160 – c. 220 AD) and it is also included in Matthew Henry’s famous Commentary.





John is the only Gospel writer to tell us that the place of Jesus’ crucifixion was actually a garden. We read this in John 19:41: “Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden and in the garden a new tomb . . . ”. John tells us therefore that Jesus fell into the “deep sleep” (cf John 11:11,14) of death in a garden, just as the Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam (Gen. 2:21) in the Garden of Eden.





A second connection is related to the creation of Eve. God took flesh and bone from the side of Adam whilst he was asleep and with it He formed Eve. John too relates that once Jesus had died, a soldier pierced his side with a spear and at once there came out blood and water (19:34). John clearly sees this blood and water as very important and significant (v. 35) in particular for the belief of his readers. So, in John, we have an outflow of blood and water instead of the flesh and bone taken from Adam to make Eve. What is the point that John is making? The blood and the water represent Christ’s life and the Spirit respectively, so John is saying that whereas Eve was “bone of (Adam’s) bones and flesh of (his) flesh” (Gen. 2:23a), Christ’s Bride is “life of His life and Spirit of His Spirit”: it is from the life and Spirit of Christ that His Bride is made. 





The next connection is that Mary Magdalene at first supposed the risen Christ to be the gardener (John 20:15). This corresponds to Adam’s role in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 2:15).








Next we note that Adam’s words after awaking from sleep and encountering Eve referred to 








her, not by her name (which came later), but as “woman”. Likewise, when Jesus “awoke” in the resurrection, John records that He met a single woman in a garden and His first words to her were “woman . . .”





Genesis 2:24 then goes on to describe how this first marriage somehow sets the pattern for all subsequent marriages: a man leaves His father and mother and cleaves to His wife and they
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Eve, Mary Magdalene & the Church





her, not by her name (which came later), but as “woman”. Likewise, when Jesus “awoke” in the resurrection, John records that He met a woman in a garden and His first words to her were “woman . . .” 





Genesis 2:24 then goes on to describe how this first marriage somehow sets the pattern for all subsequent marriages: a man leaves His father and mother and cleaves to His wife and they become one flesh. In contrast, however, Jesus says to Mary, “Do not (continue to) hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father . . .” These are mysterious words, and in the last issue of “Bible Study . . . and how!” Charles Alexander talked about them at some length. Jesus’ words suggest that His relationship with His Bride, the Church, (symbolised by Mary Magdalene) is of a different (spiritual) nature to the “one flesh” marriage of Adam and Eve, but His words also suggest (to me anyway!) that there will come a time for holding, for embracing, connected with Jesus’ ascension. That time will be at the consummation of all things, described at the end of Revelation – the wedding of Christ and His heavenly Bride, the Church.





Readers of this magazine will know that we frequently refer to the connections between John’s Gospel and Revelation, and that these connections  are both “parallel” and also “chiastic”. In the table on the next page are described some connections that the “John-Revelation Project” writers at Knox Theological Seminary have noticed between Jesus’ meeting with Mary in John’s Gospel and corresponding passages in Revelation.
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A Bride for the Messiah





The next step in our exegesis of this passage in John is to ask why these bridal allusions are so appropriate. After all, John’s stated purpose in writing his Gospel is (John 20:31) “ . . that you may believe that Jesus is the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name”.





I would like to suggest that for Jesus to have a bride is integral to his role as Christ (Messiah), and that this is therefore central to the “big picture” of the Bible - a theme that runs from Genesis to Revelation. In this connection, the 





Messianic Psalm,
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  Parallel and Chiastic Connections: 


  John 20:11-17            Revelation


Parallel:


















































Chiastic:








20:15 Jesus said .


. . “Woman, why are you weeping?”





21:14 “and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes”





20:17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold to me yet, for I have not yet ascended to My Father . . to My God and to your God”





21:2 “Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, descending out of Heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband . . . ”





20:14,16 “She (Mary Magdalene) turned around, and behold,   Jesus . . . She turned . . .”





1:12-13 “I (John) turned to see . . and on turning I saw . . .One like the


Son of Man”





In Song 3:1-4 we read of the Loved One’s search for her Beloved. Like the woman in the Song, Mary Magdalene comes by night, is unable to find the One she loves, has an encounter with watchmen, and immediately after, meets with her Beloved. The woman in the Song clings to her Beloved, and brings him back to her mother’s house, but Jesus tells Mary to desist from holding Him (see Matthew 28:9) 





This contrast actually refers to a very important theme of the Song. Although the woman in the Song wishes to bring the Beloved to her mother’s house, both in ch. 3 and ch. 8, these sections of the Song seem to be dream sequences. She wishes that her Beloved could be somehow “tamed” or “domesticated”, brought into her family, but to obtain her Beloved, she must leave her comfort and go to him, and it is to this deeper, mysterious, truth concerning Christ and the Church, hidden in the Song, that John refers when recording Jesus’ words to Mary “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended . . .” This truth is also referred to in Psalm 45:10-11 where we read:





“Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear;


Forget your people and your father’s house;


And the king will desire your beauty . . .”





(See also Deut. 21:13 and Ruth 1:16-17)





There are many other references and allusions to the Song and Ps. 45 in John’s Gospel – for example, the myrrh and aloes (see for example Ps. 45:8) which were wrapped in linen cloths with Jesus’ body (John 19:39-40)





Perhaps we can also note in Jesus’ words concerning Mary Magdalene in Mark 14:9 a reference to Ps. 45:17, and perhaps also we approach an explanation of Mary Magdalene’s mysterious “double turning” in John 20:14 and 16) in the repeated turning of the Shulamite in Song 6:13.





Messianic Psalm, Psalm 45, the wedding song of the King and His bride, is very important. In fact, verses 6 and 7 of Ps. 45 are directly quoted in Hebrews as referring to Jesus.





In the last issue of Bible Study . . . and how! Charles Alexander drew attention to the connection between Ps. 45 and the Song of Songs (in particular that Ps. 45 acts as a “ground plan” for the Song), and showed that Mary Magdalene’s anointing of Jesus’ feet in John ch. 12 was foreshadowed in Song 1:12. It has been noticed that the bridal imagery of Ps. 45 and of the Song continues into these later chapters of John, and in particular in Christ’s burial, resurrection and meeting with Mary Magdalene. 





A particularly helpful book on this subject is: � HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bridegroom-Messiah-People-God-Testament/dp/0521090229/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1313177959&sr=1-1" ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.co.uk/Bridegroom-Messiah-People-God-Testament/dp/0521090229/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1313177959&sr=1-1" �The Bridegroom Messiah and the People of God: Marriage in the Fourth Gospel (Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series)� by Jocelyn McWhirter (details at the end of this article). In her book, Prof. McWhirter connects Mary’s anointing of Jesus feet with Song 1:12 but she also connects Mary Magdalene’s encounter with Jesus in John ch. 20 with Song 3:1-4, and I would like to conclude this article by showing how the theme of marriage which connects Genesis ch.2 and John ch. 20 is reinforced by John’s allusions to the Song of Solomon.
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Interested readers can obtain Jocelyn McWhirter’s excellent book “The Bridegroom Messiah and the People of God: Marriage in the Fourth Gospel” (published by Cambridge University Press) from Amazon  Price £17.09
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