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Preface
My desire to write this little book is the result of two circumstances. First, I had been reading around the subject of the New Perspective on Paul, and had encountered the differences in the interpretation of 2 Corinthians 5:21 between two Evangelical Christians, NT Wright and John Piper. It wasn’t just that these two believers had differing views regarding the interpretation of the verse itself—and in particular the meaning of the expression “. . become the righteousness of God” that occurs in this verse - they also differed on the context for the verse supplied by the surrounding verses. I found myself wondering whether an analysis of the way the verse itself and the surrounding verses are structured might help to resolve this impasse, and so I set to work, without initially any clear idea whether I would get anywhere or, if I did, whose interpretation (if either!) might be supported by my analysis. However, the results of my work were that the structure of these verses points towards the general correctness of one of these two views and, given the importance of the New Perspective, particularly as developed by NT Wright, for current discussions within Evangelical Christianity concerning righteousness, the righteousness of God, justification and imputation I felt I ought to make my results known so that they might become part of this wider discussion.

A second reason for publishing is that I was thrilled by the structures and patterns that I believe I have recognised. I spend quite a lot of my time trying to identify the structures, types and patterns in Scripture, but the complexity, consistency and precision of the structure of these verses equals or even surpasses, I think, anything I have found previously, and that reason alone would have driven me in the direction of publication: if these findings are correct, then I believe they deserve to be widely known and appreciated and these and similar methods applied to other parts of Scripture also. The fact that such structures can have an important role in interpretation is sufficient reason for seeking them—that they are elegant, even beautiful, is a further incentive.

A third reason for writing this book is related to the second reason above, and it is that I believe that frequently insufficient attention is paid to the rhetorical and  “performative” aspects of Paul’s letters: they were designed to be read out loud to the receiving community by a literate member (or by one who had memorised the contents) and the “structures” in the letters are there, not simply for “effect”, but more practically, to help the reader and the listeners make sense of where the letter is “going” - the original letters had no chapters, headings, paragraphs, punctuation or even spaces between the words! The famous “chiastic” structures in Scripture (ABCC`B`A`-type structures and similar) are typical examples, and in these, Paul, as a master literary craftsman, uses the fact that the contents of the second half of his chiasms will relate, in reverse order, to the first half. Thus he is able to use this sense of expectation to instruct, surprise, delight, amuse and occasionally to confound and subvert!  Who does not know, for example, that 1 Corinthians  13 comes  strategically  between 1 Cor. 12  and  1 Cor. 14?    Paul's

[image: image8.wmf]
famous chapter on love—agape love—thus forms the centre of a very simple chiasm. He abruptly interrupts his discussion of spiritual gifts with this wonderful chapter, and, when he is good and ready, resumes the discussion at the precise point at which he left it at the end of chapter 12. Thus his use of structure emphasises an important principle about the use of spiritual gifts—the structure becomes part of the message! In the present study, chiasms will occur often so we will have the opportunity to get to know them in their natural habitat and with characteristic markings. Thus, for example, it is frequently found that the centre of any chiasm is the most important part where the main point or theme is stated and to which the rest of the chiasm, particularly the top and bottom, corresponds or relates. It will therefore not be a surprise that 2 Cor. 5:21 turns out to be the centre of  one of Paul’s chiasms, but this is just one of many insights that await us.

In a little book such as this, I cannot hope adequately to “set the stage” - either for the New Perspective and the current debate within Evangelicalism or for chiasms and other structures.  I have tried to include some background information on these and other topics where appropriate, (mainly in the Introduction) and have also referred the reader to more detailed treatments in the “Helpful Reading” section at the end of the book, and I offer one or two comments below by way of orientation.

The Evangelical interest (and occasionally alarm!) regarding the New Perspective approach to Paul has much to do with the particular “version” of  the New Perspective of  NT Wright:  his profuse writings, at both scholarly and popular levels, have clarity and wit and have won many admirers. However, the Reformed camp has its own able spokesmen—none more so than John Piper whose defence of the traditional views is robust and impassioned. One of the key topics of debate surrounds what Paul understands by justification. The Reformed view—i.e. that of the Reformers Martin Luther and especially John Calvin and maintained by John Calvin’s spiritual successors such as the classic (and eloquent) 19th Century Princeton Reformed theologian Charles Hodge —is probably what most Evangelicals understand by the Doctrine of  Justification. It stands in marked contrast to the New Perspective view of NT Wright and others, and nowhere is this contrast more pronounced than in the interpretation of 2 Corinthians 5:21, so we are in for an exciting time! For reasons of familiarity (and hopefully competence!) this book is “located” primarily within an Evangelical context, and so, for example, the understanding of Justification within Catholicism, and Catholicism’s extensive interaction with New Perspective ideas have unfortunately not been considered. I will outline the differences between Old and New Perspective interpretations of 2 Corinthians 5:21 in the Introduction and this will readily enable the reader who is not already familiar with these differences to see what is at stake. For the reader who wishes to become familiar with some of the New Perspective ideas, the “Helpful Reading” section in the
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Bibliography suggests a short reading programme, although I should point out here that discussions about these topics—even within Evangelicalism- are now much more wide-ranging than the “Old vs. New” Perspectives polarity, and have come to include evaluation of views from other traditions—such as Catholic and Orthodox views - and from earlier periods in church history as well as various new proposals. 

It is my belief that there will eventually be found a fruitful synthesis within Evangelicalism between all these perspectives, and particularly regarding Paul’s understanding of justification and its relationship to the term “righteousness of God”, and I will touch on this exciting possibility, albeit tangentially, during the course of the book. 

As regards chiasms and other structures, there really is something of an explosion of interest in this approach to Scripture. There is however no consensus as far as I can see on the question of method, and this possibly accounts for some of the - shall we say - “creative” attempts at chiastic analysis of Scriptural passages. One difficulty is the tendency to impose one’s own favoured pre-conceived pattern on the scriptural data, and perhaps readers will conclude that that is what I have done! Likewise, there is currently no objective test for whether one has found a structure that is really there—I suppose the best test is the insight that the proposed structure brings to the passage, but that is rather subjective! As a relatively young subject, this interest in chiastic and other structures in Scripture has not, so far as I can see, yet developed a consistent terminology. In this book, I will be using  terms such as themes, logical structure and conceptual structure. In order to reduce confusion, I will try to define my terms quite carefully at several points as we go along.
Currently, the recognition of chiasms and other structures is based on vocabulary and grammar as well as themes, that is, the topics covered and ideas conveyed by the author.  Using these, the text can be ordered into a “logical” structure such as a chiasm. In this study, I will be working with three additional criteria that I believe have not received sufficient attention. These are letter counts and word counts at one end of the scale, and conceptual structures at the other. Letter and word counts are pretty self explanatory—although they may initially strike the reader as an unlikely direction to explore since such things are not significant in modern literature— but conceptual structures are not all that obvious. Basically I define them as repeated groupings of themes at an abstract level. For example, a conceptual structure might consist of a basic point or theme followed by a positive development of that point and then a negative development of that point. When this pattern is repeated within a passage of Scripture, the passage can be analysed with reference to this pattern, even though the themes may change.  Mathematically, letter and word counts are related to arithmetic and geometry, and conceptual structures to conceptual structures in algebra. If all this seems impossibly abstract, the passage under consideration, 2 Corinthians 5:18-6:4 will 

provide a very down-to-earth concrete example, and hopefully make everything clear!

There have been many good attempts to define and delimit the structures in our part of 2 Corinthians. Many commentators, for example Craig Blomberg who employs  primarily thematic considerations, sees 2 Cor. 5:11-21 as the basic structural unit of our section, and Timothy Milinovitch describes a chiastic structure which goes from 2 Cor. 5:16-6:2. He, by contrast, uses vocabulary and grammar as his primary organising principles.  Both these authors incidentally see our part of 2 Corinthians as at, or near, the centre of a broader, larger-scale chiastic structure within 2 Corinthians 1-7 (even though it appears near the end by word count). It is certainly possible that there are multiple, sometimes overlapping,  structures—both chiastic and linear—in “our” part of  2 Corinthians and to engage with these worthy authors and to attempt to integrate my results with theirs, although an important project, would require an extensive detour and so, in this book I shall just present my own analysis of the passage.

Prefaces traditionally include acknowledgement of the many people who have helped the author in developing his ideas and who have borne with him and assisted him during the exciting but laborious task of writing the book and seeing it through to publication. I’m afraid that this book, by contrast, has no such acknowledgements. This is not a result of ingratitude or churlishness on my part, it is simply that this book has basically been a lone effort in its writing, printing and publishing. By the same token my bravely shouldering the blame for any errors in the book cannot not be mistaken for a gracious act! Therefore my thanks are to God alone who has given me health, opportunity and hopefully some ability for the task (as well as many sleepless nights!) and my reward will be that you, dear reader, might value any insights presented. If you would like to discuss any of the issues covered in the book or have any comments, please email me (stewartfleming@tiscali.co.uk). I will be delighted to hear from you! 

Stewart Fleming

The English Lake District
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