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Preface

This book owes its origin to an earlier project that I had been working on for some time regarding the claimed equivalence (in Evangelical circles) between elders, bishops (overseers) and pastors as these terms are used in the New Testament. The work was proceeding straightforwardly until I came to consider the mixed Jewish/Gentile churches of South Galatia which came into being as a result of Paul’s First Missionary Journey where he appointed elders. Reading through Galatians again, apart from the interesting fact that there was no mention of elders (at a time when wise leadership was sorely needed!), it seemed (to me anyway!) to be written to an exclusively Gentile audience. My curiosity aroused, I was therefore diverted into investigating the question of the identity of the recipients of this important epistle, and therefore to consideration of the two dominant views, the North and South Galatian Hypotheses.

When I started the investigation, I had absolutely no “axe to grind” and would have been perfectly happy to find either hypothesis to be the correct one; I was expecting to discover the “ . . arguments delicately balanced . .”, the  “ . . a matter of scholarly judgement . .”  and the “ . . but nevertheless slightly favouring the South Galatian view . .” about which I had previously heard. Whilst it very quickly became apparent to me that the focus of a huge proportion of the debate was about whether or not Paul ever visited the “ethnic” Galatians in the north, as required by the North Galatian Hypothesis but as emphatically denied by South Galatianists, it also quickly became clear that the South Galatianists were prepared, indeed required, to perform some extraordinary hermeneutical “gymnastics” - particularly in Acts—to make their view on Paul’s journeyings “work” at all, and I was both astonished and dismayed by the readiness with which so many Evangelicals appeared to hold that such manoeuvres constituted a respectful and appropriate way of treating Scripture. By contrast,  the North Galatian Hypothesis—the unchallenged belief of Christians for eighteen centuries—was, to me, the clear, natural, straightforward and respectful way of  reading the text.

I realise that the view expressed above will seem completely wrong to many, and no doubt they will be wondering how it is possible for me, an apparently reasonably sane individual, to have such hopelessly bad judgement and to have wilfully positioned myself so hopelessly contrary to the facts of the matter. Nevertheless, as they can check for themselves, even F.F. Bruce, a South Galatianist and an outstanding and “relied-on” expositor in conservative Evangelical circles, repeatedly suggested that Acts 16:4 should be regarded as a later addition, and was not really a part of Scripture; he says for example in his Commentary on Acts, ”There are reasons for doubting if this verse was part of the original text of Acts”. As we will discuss later, his reluctance to accept Acts 16:4 as Scripture was directly related, in part anyway, to difficulties it created for the 
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particular version of the South Galatian Hypothesis to which he was strongly committed. And they can also check that in his account of the “North vs. South” Question (Galatian Problems: North or South Galatians?) he proceeds to treat that verse as though it actually isn’t there! To me this is evidence for just how determined South Galatianists can be in opposing the North Galatian viewpoint! (I also think there must be something wrong here too: if one reads 16:3 followed immediately by 16:5, and leaving out verse 4, one finds the strengthening of the faith of the churches and their increasing in number and multiplying being attributed to Timothy’s circumcision—a somewhat unlikely and controversial strategy for church growth in any era!!)

As a result of all this, I felt there was a need to speak out to try to persuade Evangelicals both of the truth of the North Galatian viewpoint and of the spiritual insights that flow from it, and to encourage Evangelicals really to question whether the South Galatian Hypothesis is in fact true to Scripture, despite it being the settled view of many Evangelicals of repute. 

This book then has been written from an Evangelical perspective and with several aims in mind. In the first place, as the title suggests, it is a defence of the traditional view that the recipients of Paul’s Epistle to the churches of Galatia were “ethnic” Galatians—Gentiles living in North Galatia—and not the mixed Jewish-Gentile churches in South Galatia. That this is the case seems abundantly clear to me from the contents of Galatians itself and it is also made plausible by, and is entirely consistent with, Luke’s account of Paul’s journeys in Acts. Therefore, the increasing acceptance, particularly in recent Evangelicalism, of the South Galatian Hypothesis is to me something of a puzzle, and I wanted, as indicated in the previous paragraph, not only to present a clear exposition of the North Galatian view, but also to address the evidence and criteria by which so many of my fellow believers find the alternative so convincing!

In doing this, as noted above, I will be writing from an Evangelical perspective. However, this needs to be “unpacked” a little—after all, it is possible to write about the above “Galatian Question” from the point of view of Evangelical apologetics—for example by showing that the events recorded in Acts are historically plausible (the historicity question), and that one or other of the hypotheses better accords with the “known facts” of first century Asia Minor as determined by for example archaeology and epigraphy or secular early historians/geographers such as Strabo (64/63 BC—AD 25) etc. Such an argument then proceeds by pointing out that therefore, the events in Acts, seen in the light of one or other of the hypotheses, constitute evidence for the trustworthiness/truthfulness of the Bible and Christianity. Although such an approach is valid and important, I will not exactly be doing this in this book, (although I believe that the book nevertheless addresses many of those areas.) Rather, I will be writing from the assumption that Acts, Galatians etc. are Scripture and thus their historical accuracy is a given and any demonstration of which is, as it were, “a skittle knocked down in passing”. 
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I will therefore be reading and treating the relevant passages as Scripture— as the inspired Word of God—written truthfully, certainly, but in a way which conveys not just the historical truth that “such and such an event happened as recorded” but which draws attention to the structure of these passages and to the ways in which that structure is related to the historical, theological, geographical, political, social and symbolic significance of the events in the light of the “big picture” of God’s work in the world through Jesus Christ as revealed in Scripture: my approach is therefore both structural and Christological/typological, and in particular I will be drawing attention to some passages in Acts both with regard to their structure and to their typological interpretation as anti-typical fulfilments of the Exodus and Conquest narratives described in the Hexateuch (the Pentateuch plus Joshua in the OT).

This particular way of looking at Scripture—both generally, and with particular regard to passages relevant to our “Galatian Question” - will, I suggest, be fairly unfamiliar to many Evangelical readers and so a second aim in writing is to describe this approach generally, and, more specifically, to set the structural and typological aspects of Luke-Acts within this context. Proposed structures and types sometimes make contrasting impressions on the reader:  a proposed structure for a passage of Scripture can be visualised, and accepted or rejected in a fairly straightforward way. Reasoning “typologically” however does seem to differ from the straightforward, relatively “cut and dried” arguments used in biblical exegesis. (Perhaps typological awareness is more “right-brained”!) With typology, as with inter-textuality,  I suggest, one is frequently simply invited to reflect on the pattern suggested by such proposed connections and allusions and on their possible significance whilst being aware that we are often not as good at this sort of thing as were our spiritual forebears. It is frequently the case  however, that what convinces one may seem like “wild and reckless allegorising” to another! In suggesting and presenting such typological connections between events in Acts and in the Exodus and Conquest of the OT, I do so in this spirit of open invitation. (Nevertheless, I suggest that such connections might enliven some of the excessively “historically-orientated” sermons we often hear on Acts these days!) I will also look at possible reasons for the otherwise perplexing neglect, downplaying (and sometimes outright suspicion!) entertained in many Evangelical circles towards typology—with the consequent tendency towards reductionist readings associated with much Evangelical ”Grammatico-historical” exegesis—and also the associated tendency, by both “sides” in the Galatian Question, to “buy into” (or perhaps subconsciously assume) criteria for the assessment of the question which, in my view, are frequently inappropriately limited e.g. by being restricted to matters of historical and geographical plausibility. 

I could suggest that sometimes there are even further restrictions: the above questions of plausibility are (as with the Scottish archaeologist and NT scholar William Mitchell Ramsay (1851 - 1939)) frequently seen from the perspective of 
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the Roman Empire rather than, for example, also including the longer and broader Scriptural perspective of history and geography, or even the (in some respects equivalent) perspective of classical writers in the Greek tradition such as Strabo—whose “learned work”, William Ramsay implies, contains “displays of pedantic antiquarianism”! (See his “The Church in the Roman Empire before 170 A.D.” pp. 78-9). William Ramsay contrasts Strabo and Luke in this respect, and here, I think he is misreading Luke! I suggest, that Luke was aware that in Paul and the other Apostles, the Old Testament Scriptures with regard to Israel and the wider world, going right back to Genesis, were being fulfilled. I believe that, in Acts, Luke demonstrates that awareness, and also awareness of the classical tradition represented by Strabo in the way these vital events are described: there must therefore of necessity be “antiquarianism” in Luke’s account, possibly of a sort that some “enthusiasts for empire” might see as pedantic!

Although I greatly value structure and typology, the “North/South” debate has not historically speaking been widely informed by these particular approaches to Scripture. The structural and typological data presented here very strongly support the North Galatian Hypothesis, but do not believe that the “case” for the North Galatian view depends at all for its acceptance on these insights and this approach. I believe that the North Galatian Hypothesis stands perfectly adequately according to the conventional criteria historically employed in the “North/South” debate, and accordingly, a third aim in writing is to present the North Galatian Hypothesis in the context of the historical contours of this debate —that is, with reference to the “standard” arguments advanced by both “sides” and their historical development. 

However, a number of the arguments that were put forward by earlier protagonists have been shown by subsequent archaeological and other research to be unsoundly based, and in such cases, I found myself not wanting to get too bogged down in matters which, whilst of considerable interest as regards the history of the Galatian Question, do not count as “valid” arguments today, and therefore in some of these cases, I have taken the liberty of avoiding delving too deeply—so perhaps I should say that this aspect of the book is quasi-historical: (hopefully!) historically accurate, but with an emphasis on the arguments which, by common consent of  both “sides”, have withstood the test of time and the advances in knowledge of 1st Century Asia Minor.  (An example of this would be the “traditional” argument put forward by North Galatian supporters that Paul could never have addressed members of churches in the Phrygian and Lycaonian regions in the south of the Roman province Galatia as “Galatians”.  This was shown, for example by Colin Hemer by means of copious analogous counter-examples, to be an unsound argument. Similarly, William Ramsay’s repeated insistence that the adjective “Galatian” in contemporary usage at the time of Paul could not refer to north (“ethnic”) Galatia (and that therefore Acts 16:6 could not refer to north Galatia!) has thankfully been quietly dropped from all SGH arguments.) I have however given a number of references for readers specifically interested in the historical development of the debate.
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Finally, a fourth aim is briefly to consider the theological consequences for us today of coming to believe that Galatians was written to an exclusively, or almost exclusively, Gentile audience, as opposed to a mixed Jewish-Gentile audience. An acceptance of a “North Galatian” audience has, in particular, ramifications for questions concerning the identity behind “we” and “us” on the one hand, and “you” on the other as these pronouns are used by Paul in Galatians, and thus for questions concerning the recipients and “remit” of the Law of Moses both as it appears in the argument of Galatians and, more widely, as currently interpreted in Covenant and New Covenant Theology. Perhaps unsurprisingly, I will be reasoning from a New Covenant Theology perspective.

As with my previous book, The Righteousness of God in 2 Corinthians 5:21,  the present work has been more or less a solitary effort—albeit compensated by being carried out in the delightful surroundings of the English Lake District which has now been my home for many years. Nevertheless, I have been tremendously helped by many books and talks on Acts and Galatians, as well has dozens of Internet articles which have provided much necessary background information as well as vital hermeneutical insights. If I were to single out just one resource which has helped me in my efforts to understand the complicated historical and  geographical background to the Galatian Question it would have to be Stephen Mitchell’s two volume work entitled,  “Anatolia: Land, Men and Gods in Asia Minor”. Details of these books are given in the bibliography. It is my earnest hope that my own two volume work, admittedly on a somewhat smaller scale, will encourage a wider appreciation of structure, inter-textuality and typology as wonderful resources for Evangelical hermeneutics, both generally and in the specific case of the Galatian Question, and also that it will encourage us all to ask ourselves from time to time, “Who is pulling my hermeneutical strings?”

Stewart Fleming
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� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





OD





of





he





in





The


North Galatian


Hypothesis





- who St. Paul wrote to 


and 


why it matters for us today





 Stewart Fleming





Volume I








� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





OD





of





he





in





The


North Galatian


Hypothesis





- who St. Paul wrote to 


and 


why it matters for us today





 Stewart Fleming





Volume I








� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





� EMBED Paint.Picture ���





OD





of





he





in





The


North Galatian


Hypothesis





- who St. Paul wrote to 


and 


why it matters for us today





 Stewart Fleming





Volume I






































50     500       1000      1500    2000     3000  5200


                                                         Altitude (metres)        





R. Halys





Tarsus





Antioch on the Orontes





Seleuceia





R. Halys





Tavium





PONTUS


 GALATICUS





P  O   N   T   U   S





C  I  L  I   C   I   A





&





S  Y   R   I   A





COMMAGENE





R. Euphrates





C    A   P      P     A    D    O    C    I    A





Archelais








Map of places 


mentioned 


in 


this book





50     500       1000      1500    2000     3000  5200


                                                         Altitude (metres)        





R. Halys





Tarsus





Antioch on the Orontes





Seleuceia





R. Halys





Tavium





PONTUS


 GALATICUS





P  O   N   T   U   S





C  I  L  I   C   I   A





&





S  Y   R   I   A





COMMAGENE





R. Euphrates





C    A   P      P     A    D    O    C    I    A





Archelais








Map of places 


mentioned 


in 


this book





50     500       1000      1500    2000     3000  5200


                                                         Altitude (metres)        





R. Halys





Tarsus





Antioch on the Orontes





Seleuceia





R. Halys





Tavium





PONTUS


 GALATICUS





P  O   N   T   U   S





C  I  L  I   C   I   A





&





S  Y   R   I   A





COMMAGENE





R. Euphrates





C    A   P      P     A    D    O    C    I    A





Archelais








Map of places 


mentioned 


in 


this book
























































Contents





Volume I











Preface                                                                                                          vii


Introduction





A Very Brief Overview of the History and Methodology


	of the Galatian Question                                                                       3


2     	The Problem Stated                                                                              9


Did Paul Visit North Galatia?                                                             15


Excursus: Where and What is Asia?                                                   25





Biblical Exegesis of Acts and Galatians





5	Syrian Antioch to South Galatia—a “North Galatian 


	Perspective” .  Introduction to Chiasms                                              37                                             


Excursus: Introduction to Typology                                                   49


The Journey from Pisidian Antioch to Troas and Beyond . .  .           57 


8	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis I                                                      69


9	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis II				                87


Excursus—Phrygia Asiana and Pontus Galaticus                              99


  





Volume Ii


 





11       Acts 16:6-8 Text and Exegesis III					     111





Additional Topics





Pamphylia, Phrygia and the Nations in Acts Ch. 2                            119


Is There a Pattern to Paul’s Ministry?                                                135


14	Some Aspects of Galatians I. The Opening Greeting Gal. 1:1-5       139                                          


15      Some Aspects of Galatians II. Correlating Acts with Galatians        147


16	The Four Scenarios and the Jerusalem Conference                           157


17      Evidence that Galatians was Written to a Gentile Audience              185        





Appendix A.    Geography and History of Asia Minor                                199


Appendix B.    Some Miscellaneous Arguments                                          209


Bibliography                                                                                                 219


Bible References                                                                                           221


Index                                                                                                             225





Contents





Volume I











Preface                                                                                                          vii


Introduction





A Very Brief Overview of the History and Methodology


	of the Galatian Question                                                                       3


2     	The Problem Stated                                                                              9


Did Paul Visit North Galatia?                                                             15


Excursus: Where and What is Asia?                                                   25





Biblical Exegesis of Acts and Galatians





5	Syrian Antioch to South Galatia—a “North Galatian 


	Perspective” .  Introduction to Chiasms                                              37                                             


Excursus: Introduction to Typology                                                   49


The Journey from Pisidian Antioch to Troas and Beyond . .  .           57 


8	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis I                                                      69


9	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis II				                87


Excursus—Phrygia Asiana and Pontus Galaticus                              99


  





Volume Ii


 





11       Acts 16:6-8 Text and Exegesis III					     111





Additional Topics





Pamphylia, Phrygia and the Nations in Acts Ch. 2                            119


Is There a Pattern to Paul’s Ministry?                                                135


14	Some Aspects of Galatians I. The Opening Greeting Gal. 1:1-5       139                                          


15      Some Aspects of Galatians II. Correlating Acts with Galatians        147


16	The Four Scenarios and the Jerusalem Conference                           157


17      Evidence that Galatians was Written to a Gentile Audience              185        





Appendix A.    Geography and History of Asia Minor                                199


Appendix B.    Some Miscellaneous Arguments                                          209


Bibliography                                                                                                 219


Bible References                                                                                           221


Index                                                                                                             225





Contents





Volume I











Preface                                                                                                          vii


Introduction





A Very Brief Overview of the History and Methodology


	of the Galatian Question                                                                       3


2     	The Problem Stated                                                                              9


Did Paul Visit North Galatia?                                                             15


Excursus: Where and What is Asia?                                                   25





Biblical Exegesis of Acts and Galatians





5	Syrian Antioch to South Galatia—a “North Galatian 


	Perspective” .  Introduction to Chiasms                                              37                                             


Excursus: Introduction to Typology                                                   49


The Journey from Pisidian Antioch to Troas and Beyond . .  .           57 


8	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis I                                                      69


9	Acts 16:6-8—Text and Exegesis II				                87


Excursus—Phrygia Asiana and Pontus Galaticus                              99


  





Volume Ii


 





11       Acts 16:6-8 Text and Exegesis III					     111





Additional Topics





Pamphylia, Phrygia and the Nations in Acts Ch. 2                            119


Is There a Pattern to Paul’s Ministry?                                                135


14	Some Aspects of Galatians I. The Opening Greeting Gal. 1:1-5       139                                          


15      Some Aspects of Galatians II. Correlating Acts with Galatians        147


16	The Four Scenarios and the Jerusalem Conference                           157


17      Evidence that Galatians was Written to a Gentile Audience              185        





Appendix A.    Geography and History of Asia Minor                                199


Appendix B.    Some Miscellaneous Arguments                                          209


Bibliography                                                                                                 219


Bible References                                                                                           221


Index                                                                                                             225





The 


North Galatians 


Hypothesis





Volume 1














- who St. Paul wrote to and why it matters for us today























Stewart Fleming








FFP





The 


North Galatians 


Hypothesis





Volume 1














- who St. Paul wrote to and why it matters for us today























Stewart Fleming








FFP











vii





vii





vii





Preface





ix








Preface








ix





Preface





viii





Preface





x

















xi





Preface





Preface





xi








_1558271491

_1558271497

_1558271521

_1558271522

_1558271496

_1558271490

