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Some Aspects of Galatians (1)

The Opening Greeting—Gal. 1:1-5

The opening five verses are Paul’s greeting to the Galatian churches. The passage is structured in a number of ways, and word counts are significant too. Paul is the author, but this opening greeting, (and to some extent the authorship generally?) is also said to be from “all the brothers” (v.2), and this is significant both structurally and exegetically as well as  for wider questions regarding Galatians, such as date and place of composition.

We will look at “structure” shortly, but first I wish to look briefly at the significance of these “brothers”  for our Galatian Question. We have seen that according to the SGH, Galatians was written to churches in S. Galatia some time after Paul’s first visit there as described in Acts 13-14. According to the NGH, Galatians was written some time after Acts 16:6. However, a popular version of the SGH places the writing of Galatians very “early” - before Acts 16:6—that is, in the interval between the end of the Paul’s First Missionary Journey and the start of the Second Missionary Journey. Within this interval, Galatians is frequently considered to have been written early, even before the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. In this view, Paul received the distressing account of the South Galatians’ move towards the Law and circumcision quite soon after his return to Syrian Antioch, and he wrote Galatians in a spirited attempt to stop this unwelcome development.

An attractive feature of this explanation is that when, some time after the Jerusalem Council, Paul and Silas set off to re-visit the South Galatian churches, they do so with the blessing of “the brothers” at Syrian Antioch (Acts 15:40) - a group which would presumably include some at least of those teachers and prophets involved at the start of the First Missionary Journey (Acts 13: 1-3). These brothers would then be the same ones as Paul refers to in Gal. 1:2. Even with an SGH version which proposes that Galatians was written from Syrian Antioch soon after Paul’s  return to this “sending church” after the Second Missionary journey (i.e. at Acts 18:22) we still have two groups of brothers—probably with considerable overlap— who were specifically involved with the sending out of Paul to South Galatia on the first two occasions, (i.e. at the start of the First and Second Missionary Journeys) and whose involvement in the greeting at Gal. 1:2 would be entirely appropriate, and fits very well indeed.

However, it could be argued that the second group of  “brothers” commissioned Paul and Silas in Acts 15:40 for everything that they undertook on the Second Missionary Journey. For example, the strengthening of the churches of Cilica and Syria was not strictly part of the “revisiting” programme proposed by Paul 
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in Acts 15:36, and yet it was part of the plan for which Paul and Silas were commissioned in 15:40. Likewise, we could say that any evangelism accomplished in North Galatia in Acts 16:6 (according to the NGH), and indeed the subsequent work in Macedonia and Greece (Achaia) was done under this aegis since Paul returned to Syrian Antioch at the end of the Second Missionary Journey—so the “brothers” of 15:40 would “work” with Gal. 1:2 an NGH setting too, though admittedly not with quite the same directness as with the SGH.

An argument against Syrian Antioch as the place of writing (under either hypothesis) is Paul’s somewhat unflattering, but nevertheless accurate, description of the church at Syrian Antioch as a place of compromise with regard to Paul’s Gospel. This is described in Galatians 2:11-13, and is left as an unresolved issue in the Epistle. In particular, all the Jewish believers at Antioch seem to have capitulated, at least for a time, under the influence of the Jerusalem circumcision party (vs. 12-13) and so the “co-authorship”, or at least the underwriting, of Galatians by such believers, as expressed in Gal. 1:2, could be seen as undermining Paul’s message in the letter itself—Paul perhaps wouldn’t identify them in this way in Gal. 1:2 if he knew they could not subscribe fully to the strong “anti-circumcision party” line that Paul takes in this letter. The three brothers mentioned in Acts 13:1 besides Paul and Barnabas, i.e. Simeon, Lucius and Manaen,  appear to have been  Jewish, and so presumably, if present at the events of Gal. 2:13, could well have been involved in the “hypocrisy”. I suggest we should either infer that the crisis in Syrian Antioch was successfully resolved (in Paul’s favour) before the writing of Galatians, even though Paul doesn’t say this this in the letter, (and perhaps he “should have”), or perhaps we should look for some “brothers” who are known to be more fully in tune with Paul’s Gospel, and therefore a different place of writing for the Epistle itself.

If the place of writing Galatians is deemed to be to the west of Galatia—for example, during Paul’s long stay in Ephesus—then with both the SGH and the NGH, we are looking for a different group of “brothers” from the ones at Syrian Antioch. Paul is frequently described as having a team of co-workers. At Ephesus, we know in particular of Gaius and Aristarchus (Acts 19:29), and towards the end of the Third Missionary Journey, Paul has seven named travelling companions (Acts 20:4). In addition in these, he specifically refers to the Ephesian elders as brethren (Acts 20:32). The expression “who are with me” in Gal. 1:2 could even suggest that Paul is somewhere “on the move” when writing Galatians—the expression could be seen as rather redundant if Paul were in a fixed location in a church since the brethren there would naturally be with him without this having to be explicitly stated! Any further west than this—e.g. Macedonia, Greece or even Rome, perhaps raises the question of how Paul got to find out about the Galatians’ precarious spiritual situation. Ephesus however, was well connected by roads to both Pisidian Antioch in South Galatia and also Ancyra (via Pessinus) in the North.

Let us now consider the “structural” aspects of the reference to the brothers. As 
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we know, Galatians is unique amongst Paul’s letters in that it is specifically addressed to a group of churches. All the remainder are written to single churches, or to a single church as the “flagship” church for believers in a wider region (e.g. 2 Corinthians). I leave out of the reckoning here the particular question of Ephesians—it may well be that in this case, the place for the name of recipients of the letter itself was deliberately left  blank—to be filled in by the reader at each church on the itinerary, or when copies were made—which could be how the name Ephesians became linked with many of the manuscripts.

Paul then generally managed to find a single church as the primary recipient of his letters, and in both the SGH and the NGH we must wonder why it was not suitable for Paul to do this in the case of the Galatian churches. Under the SGH, it would perhaps have been appropriate for Paul to write in the first instance to the church at Pisidian Antioch—this was after all the joint capital of the Galatian province. He could then have instructed the letter to be read to the other churches—Iconium, Lystra and Derbe - just as he did with the Colossians and Laodiceans (Col. 4:16), or he could have written to Pisidian Antioch and all the saints in Galatia—just as he wrote 2 Corinthians, entirely analogously, to the Corinthians and all the saints in Achaia—Corinth being the provincial capital of Achaia. In that way, Paul would have recognised the primary role of the leading church. However, I suggest we can reasonably infer a somewhat greater evangelistic success in Iconium than in Antioch from what is written in Acts 13 and 14, and so, under the SGH, the primary destination of the letter would be something of a delicate dilemma for Paul—neatly solved by writing equally to all the churches!

Likewise with the NGH—why do we not have an “Epistle to the Ancyrans”? The obvious answer here is that Paul either did not get as far as Ancyra (we know that he had some infirmity when he was preaching to the Galatians), or that his preaching there was unsuccessful. Let us suppose that he only reached Pessinus, or perhaps only managed to preach to some of the villages of North Galatia. (This is not as unreasonable as it might sound—Galatia was primarily made up of villages—the Gauls seem to have preferred them, and so leading citizens would have be found in them. Many of the towns of the conquered Phrygians apparently fell into disuse, or became villages, after the Galatian conquest of the 3rd cent. BC—this was true even indeed  of the erstwhile Phrygian capital Gordium, famous for the Gordian Knot which Alexander is reputed to have cut. In any of these scenarios, Paul may not have wanted to write to a  named small town, or even a larger centre like Pessinus, and thereby “dishonour” Ancyra, the joint capital of the Roman province. 

At any rate, we have, in the opening address of Galatians, two unique features—a plurality of churches all having apparently equal status, and a plurality of brothers! Are these connected? My answer is yes! Let us now look at the structure of the passage to see how this is borne out.
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Here are the opening words of Galatians (vs. 1-2) following the Greek word order:

v.1: Paul an apostle not from men nor through man but through Jesus Christ and God the Father the One having raised Him out of the dead

v.2: and the with me all brothers to the churches of Galatia:

Below are two structural analyses of these introductory words:

Analysis 1:
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A: Paul an apostle

B:      not from men  (note plural)

C:             nor through man  (note singular)

D:                      but through Jesus Christ

E:                                                and God the Father

E`:


               the One having raised

D`:                                     Him out of the dead

C`:                      and the with me (note singular)

B`:            all brothers (note plural)

A`      to the churches of Galatia

Here the emphasis is on Paul (A) writing to the Galatians (A’). God and his life-giving actions are, naturally, at the centre (E and E`). Jesus Christ (D and D`) mediates between God and men. Then Paul and the brothers (C’ and B’) “sub-mediate”  to the Galatians (A’), but the basis of Paul’s sub-mediating is his apostolic calling from God and Christ, and the brothers’ authority here appears derived from their association with Paul. “Men” and “man” in B and C correspond to Paul and the brothers in C` and B`.

A slight variant on this analysis gives us a pattern of 6’s. Paul, at A is singular, but the churches of Galatia are plural, so they get twice as many words as Paul: Paul an apostle = 2 words (in Greek!); to the churches of Galatia = 4 words, total 6 words.

Thus:
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A:   Paul an apostle  (2 words)

B/C:         not from men  nor through man (6 words)            

D/E:                 but through Jesus Christ and God  (6 words)

E`/D`:               the Father the One having raised Him out of the dead (6 words)

C`/B`:        and the with me all brothers  (6 words) 

A`:    to the churches of Galatia  (4 words)       

[image: image7.wmf]Some Aspects of Galatians (1)

 

143

 


Analysis 2:

This second analysis presents Paul and the brothers jointly writing to the Galatians. This analysis shows that Paul is not only trying to present an equality between himself and the brothers, but an “equality of plurality” between the senders (Paul and the brothers) and the recipients (the Galatian churches):
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Here, “through man” is contrasted with “through Jesus Christ”, and  “men” (in their weakness) are contrasted with God—the powerful God who raised Jesus from the dead: Paul derives his apostleship from the living Christ and the powerful God. A through to A` describes the senders, and this corresponds to “the churches of Galatia”, the recipients. B and C—statements about men, are here matched chiastically by C1` and B1` - statements about Jesus Christ and God the Father. But C1` and B1` are themselves matched in a “sub-chiasm” by B2` and C2` in which further information about God and Christ (i.e. the resurrection) is given. So, within A and A`, we have two interlocking chiasms: B,C,C1`,B1`  and C1`,B1`,B2`,C2`.

The message from Paul and the brothers is “Grace to you and peace” (v.3a) - but these words (and the reality behind them!) are also from God the Father and Christ. This is explained (and expanded) in vs. 3b-5. Here is a brief analysis of verses 3b—5:
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A: from God the Father                                                                 (4 words)

B:           and the Lord Jesus Christ                                              (4 words)

B1`:             the One having given himself on behalf of the sins of us so as

                                                                                                           (8 words)

B2`:             He might deliver us out of the age the present evil       (8 words)

                             (exeletai)              (ek)

A1`:   according to the will of the God and Father of us                  (8 words)

A2`:   to  Whom the glory into the ages of the ages                        (8 words)

Amen.

The structure is chiastic with information about God the Father on the outside (A and A`), and about Jesus Christ on the inside  (B and B`). In particular we see that B2` and A2` correspond since in B2` there is a double “moving out” (exeletai and ek) from bad age, whereas in A2`, the double movement is of glory  towards God and towards the (doubled!) good age.

Putting all this together then, verses 1 to 5, in broad outline, look like this: 

[image: image11.wmf]First senders

 

Paul and the brothers

 

Recipients:

 

The churches of Galatia

 

 

Message:

 

“Grace to you and peace”

 

Second senders:

 

God the Father and Jesus Christ

 


We can now attempt a fuller analysis of these  five verses considered as a whole. In doing this, I have been greatly helped by the discussion on these verses in Douglas Moo’s commentary—in particular the distinction between the two Greek words apo (from) and dia (through) which both occur twice in this passage. Apo should correspond to ideas about God since God is the origin of all things, as, for example, “All things are from God” - 1 Cor. 11:12. However, dia should correspond to ideas about Christ since “through” is a mediating word, and we come to God through Christ. However, when we apply these ideas to Gal. 1:1-5, we find that things are slightly more complicated, but these basic 
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ideas prevail: dia is also applied to God the Father, but in a role where God is assisting Christ in His mediatorial role. Likewise, apo is applied to Christ, but in a role where He is assisting in realising the will of God the Father. So we have a lovely picture not only of the activity of the First and Second Members of the Trinity, but of their mutual assistance in those activities. Here (below) is an analysis of Galatians 1:1-5 based on these two important  prepositions. 

Note:

This analysis has a linear structure, X1, X2, Y1, Y2, and an overlapping chiastic structure, A, B, B`, A`. B’ and A’ are themselves composed of  a,b,b`,a`- type sub-chiasms, and in A`, the b` and a` subunits are expanded to b1`, b2` and a2`, a1` respectively!
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Grace to you and peace (4 words)

 

(8 words)

 


X1:   Paul an apostle (2 words)

not from  men  (3 words)

      nor through man  (3 words)

B`:           a:    but through Jesus Christ (4 words)

                b:        and (through) God the Father the One (4 words)

                b`:       having raised (2 words)

                a`:   Him out of the dead (2 words)

X2:   and the with me brothers  (6 words)

Y1:

Y2:

A`:    a:    from God Father of us   (4 words) 

         b:           and (from) Lord  Jesus Christ (4 words)

         b1`:        the One having given Himself on behalf of the sins of us so as

         b2`:        He might deliver us out of the age the present evil   (8 words)

         a2`:  according to the will of the God and Father of us  (8 words)

         a1`:  to Whom the glory unto the ages of the ages (8 words)

Amen.  

Summary
1)
Although it is an attractive suggestion, particularly for some SGHs but also for 
NGHs, Galatians may not actually have been written from Syrian Antioch. 
One reason for this is Paul’s mentioning of an unresolved crisis 
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there involving the visiting Peter when people from James arrived representing (in some sense) “the circumcision”. Paul’s claim to have “all the brothers” with him as co-senders of Galatians (Gal.1:2) makes a Syrian Antioch location for the writing of the epistle somewhat less likely, since the Jewish believers at Antioch would not have been able fully to subscribe to the contents of the letter, unless the crisis had been resolved in the meantime. Paul gives no indication in Galatians that this had happened, although such an eventuality is certainly possible.

2)
Galatians 1:1-5 has an interesting structure which can be analysed in a number of complementary ways.

3)
The mention of “all the brothers” as co-senders corresponds to, and so is partly explained by, the (plural) Churches of Galatia as recipients in the above analysis. 

4)
Galatians is unusual: most of Paul’s epistles are to a specifically named “lead” church located in a city, Philippians, Corinthians etc. even when believers in a wider surrounding area  also specified as co-recipients.
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