The Pattern of the Annotations in Matthew’s Genealogical Table

As we know, the typical form of the statements in Matthew’s genealogical table in Matt. 1:2-16 is “X begat Y”. Some of these statements have some additional information added, and these additions are referred to in the literature as annotations. For example, in the statement “Jacob begat Judah and his brethren”,  “and his brethren” is an annotation. Is there a pattern to these annotations? Or is there some other there a rationale for the fact that some of the X begat Y’s have an annotation and others don’t? I believe that we han have the “best of both worlds” here—there is a pattern, and it reflects a rationale!

The two key structural ideas here are, I believe, 1) the Hebrew form of the name David—DWD (or D-WD if we break the word down into its two syllables) and 2) the structural pattern of chiasms (symmetrical structures).

The first third of the table (verses 2-6) is structured as follows:


[image: image1]
This has a clear chiastic structure—the annotations being arranged in two pairs in corresponding locations in the chiasm. 

As I hope we will see, the Old Testament narratives connected with these four annotations are very tightly linked too. That is jumping ahead, but an essential feature of these narratives, when considered together, is the “skipping” of a generation—so that one generation is replaced in the succession by the generation beneath it. For example, Tamar was married to Jacob’s son, Er, but, as the narrative in Genesis develops, we find that she eventually produces an heir, Perez, by Jacob himself. Thus the generation of Er is effectively replaced by the generation beneath it. (We have looked at this aspect of the Tamar narrative, and also with regard to Jechonias who is mentioned later in the genealogical table, in considerable detail in previous posts). At a very practical level, these generational compressions or replacements enable Matthew’s 3x14 generation scheme to “work” better than it would otherwise have done—but really, that is “putting the cart before the horse”! In the providence of God, all these numerical aspects of the generations work out, naturally, but what might be the message behind the repeated generational replacements here at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel? 

There is a straightforward answer, although to many modern exegetes, unaccustomed to thinking in typological categories, this might not be so clear: Jesus, the obedient “younger generation”, fulfils, surpasses and replaces Israel, the disobedient “older generation”, as the means by which God accomplishes His original purpose for the world through Abraham. This theme of Jesus replacing Israel, of succeeding where Israel fails, ties in with the transition from Old Covenant to New Covenant—believers in the New Covenant are “in Christ” and not under the Old Covenant etc.  Peter Leithart has an excellent article describing many aspects of Jesus’ fulfilling (including recapitulating and surpassing) the roles originally assigned to Israel and its leading characters as described in Matthew’s Gospel (and much else of interest besides!) The article is “Jesus as Israel” - the Typological Structure of Matthew’s Gospel” and can be downloaded for free from the Theopolis Institute website. This theme fits in very well with the fact that Tamar, Rahab and Ruth were all Gentiles, and it was the task of Israel to fulfil God’s promise to Abraham that “in you, all the nations of the world will be blessed”. The “cross-generational” aspect is clearly seen in Tamar and, as generally recognised, in Ruth too, but this is not at all an obvious feature of the Rahab narrative, so I will have some explaining to do when we analyse this narrative in more detail later!

Well, if the annotations in the first third of Matthew’s genealogical table (corresponding to the “D” of David’s Hebrew name, D-WD), will the annotations in the remaining two thirds of the genealogical table, (the “WD” part) also be chiastic?

Here is the final two thirds of the table:
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Once again we see that Matthew has arranged things so that the structure is chiastic and the annotations are symmetrically placed. (In an earlier post I have attempted to show that the structures of Matthew’s opening and closing “begettings” - of Solomon, and Jesus Christ (Great David’s greater Son!) - actually have a more detailed chiastic structure than shown here.

At the centre of the chiasm we have the begetting of Jechonias which I have argued in previous posts is another of these “generational compressions” in which the son (Jechonias) replaces the father (Jehoiakim)  in the genealogical table. 

Although there is a structural connection between the (chiastically linked) births of Solomon and Jesus, including the “bypassing” of a husband, the “cross-generational replacement” theme is not present in the cases of these births. 

We have already noted (repeatedly!) in earlier posts that the tripartite structure of Matthew’s genealogy (considered as a whole) is also symmetrical (although not with respect to the annotations) - and this, presumably corresponds to the symmetry of the name David considered as a whole, i.e. D-W-D.

The pattern and wording of the annotations outlined above suggests that the underlying OT narratives  might  be analysed in this light. As a result, we can provisionally suggest that there are four groupings:

1) The narratives connecting Judah and his brethren, Tamar, Perez and Zerah might correspond to narratives involving Rahab, Boaz, Obed and Ruth. (Although I have taken Judah's "brethren" in two senses - in the "conventional" sense, and in the unusual sense of referring to his sons (because of Judah's doing the brother's duty of levirate "marriage" for one of his sons). We can note that the theme of "generational compression" also occurs in relation to Judah's brethren in the conventional sense: the Judah narrative in Gen Ch. 38 is intimately bound up with that of Judah's brother Joseph, and Joseph also has two sons - Manasseh and Ephraim (in which there is also an older-younger "crossover" (in terms of blessing), just as there was with Zerah and Perez). But importantly, Ephraim and Manasseh, grandsons of Jacob inherit equally with the sons of Jacob.) 
2) The Judah/Tamar narrative has many interesting connections with the David/Solomon narrative, and these also need to be explored. Thus the first annotation in the first part of the genealogical table links with the first annotation in the second part. 

3) The brethren of Jacob correspond to the brethren of Jechonias. The correspondence here is verbal ("and his brothers") but also suggested by the fact that the Jechonias notation occurs in the middle of the second (larger) chiasm and so does not have a corresponding "partner" within that chiasm.
4) David, Solomon Uriah corresponds (inversely) to Joseph, Mary, Jesus Christ (structurally in Matthew's genealogy anyway).
We have already considered the links in points 3) and 4) above in previous posts. It therefore remains to consider the Tamar, Rahab and Ruth narratives from an inter-textual standpoint, and also the Judah/Tamar links with David/Solomon and these I hope to do in future posts as well as to summarise some of the excellent existing accounts in the literature that explain the three missing generations between Joram and Uzziah in Matthew’s genealogy (Interestingly, Uzziah is the centre of the genealogical table—and this is true whether we see the “generations” as people or births) so the three generations have been missed out right before the central point.) 

Here is a summary of the work still to be done:
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	Abraham begat Isaac


	Isaac begat Jacob





			Jacob  begat Judah and his brethren	             


			Judah begat Perez and Zara of Thamar


                       


					Perez begat Hezron


					Hezron begat Ram


					Ram begat Aminadab


					Aminadab begat Nahshon


					Nashon begat Salmon





         			Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab             


			Boaz begat Obed of Ruth


                         


	Obed begat Jesse


	Jesse begat David





	Abraham begat Isaac


	Isaac begat Jacob





			Jacob  begat Judah and his brethren	             


			Judah begat Perez and Zerah of Thamar


                       


					Perez begat Hezron


					Hezron begat Ram


					Ram begat Aminadab


					Aminadab begat Nahshon


					Nashon begat Salmon





         			Salmon begat Boaz of Rahab             


			Boaz begat Obed of Ruth


                         


	Obed begat Jesse


	Jesse begat David








A  David the king  begat Solomon 





     B   out of the (one) of Uriah





                                     


     	 C     Solomon begat Rehoboam


          	          Rheoboam begat Abijah


                      Abijah begat Asa


           	          Asa begat Jehoshaphat


                      Jehoshaphat begat Jehoram


          	          Jehoram begat Uzziah


        	          Uzziah begat Jotham


                      Jotham begat Ahaz


         	          Ahaz begat Hezekiah


                      Hezekiah begat Manasseh


           	          Manasseh begat Amon


           	          Amon begat Josiah





                         D       Josiah begat Jechonias and the brothers of him epi the 				carrying away of Babylon. And after the carrying 				away of Babylon,





             c`    Jechonias begat Shealtiel


                      Shealtiel begat Zerubbabel


                      Zerubbabel begat Abiud


                      Abiud begat Eliakim


                      Eliakim begat Azor


                      Azor begat Zadoc


                      Zadoc begat Achim


                      Achim begat Eliud


                      Eliud begat Eleazar


                      Eleazar begat Matthan


                      Matthan begat Jacob


                       Jacob begat Joseph





         b`      the husband of 





A`  Mary out of whom was born Jesus the (One) called Christ                                  
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