Amos Ch. 5 - Some  Thoughts
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This is a revised version of an earlier article. I have had some additional thoughts plus I felt the original article was very hard to follow, and so I've attempted to make it slightly less hard to follow with some more explanations and diagrams. Also the additional material enables a more logically structured presentation too I think. At least, I hope I haven't made matters worse!
[Please note: there is a standard "technical" language for discussing different aspects of Hebrew poetry, and which should really be applied to the poetic passage under consideration. (There are some very helpful introductory Internet articles about Hebrew poetry, and I also have a book by James Nogalski (Interpreting Prophetic Literature) which includes a helpful introduction to this).  In a future version of this article, I will try to make judicious use of this technical language - within the limits imposed by my considerable lack of expertise!]

In this article, I wish briefly to describe the "standard" (thematic) chiastic analysis of Amos 5:1-17, (as for example, presented by David Dorsey and also J. De Waard) and then to go on to look in more detail at the structure of Amos 5:4-15 - the part of  the wider passage that lies between the two (fairly straightforward) "lamentation" sections in vs. 1-3 and vs. 16-17 - and as a result to offer a modification of the standard  analysis as well as an alternative analysis. The two lamentation passages match in that they are structured according to the same basic pattern, as the reader can readily verify and which is really worth examining, but I will not be doing that in this article.
One of the limitations of the thematic structural analysis is that it is only considering this one aspect of the passage. However, there are a number of grammatical, poetic and structural aspects (broadly combined into the term "formal structure") that are not covered by a thematic analysis, and it is the aim of this article to (attempt to!) provide analyses that combine all these structures in a more complete analysis.
Thus, I'm hoping to show that these two different aspects, 1) the thematic structure and 2) the more formal structural aspects such as grammatical and poetic structures etc. are intimately bound up with each other, and that, considered  together they provide additional insights into the meaning of the passage (a synergistic process). In particular, I wish to show that there are patterns in the way that the thematic structures are expressed through the formal structural elements. This will take some explaining, and the two analyses being put forward here very much as  suggestions by someone who is very definitely not an expert in this area in the hope that it will encourage others to offer helpful expertise and advice as well as comments of a more general nature (hopefully reasonably kind!)
I plan to proceed as indicated below, though perhaps the sub-divisions will not be quite so strictly adhered to in practice!: 
1) Brief description of the standard (thematic) chiastic analysis.

2) The Hebrew text of the passage together with English translation - broken down into three sections. Each section is followed by a suggested structural analysis together with brief notes.
3) Description/discussion of the modified standard analysis which incorporates formal structural aspects
4) Description of  the "new" analysis of the passage
5) Conclusion

During this article, I will be trying to show how the formal structural aspects add to, and interact with, the insights offered by the purely thematic analysis.

1) Standard (Thematic) Analysis of Amos 5:1-17
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In the above diagram, I have separated verses 4-15 into three groups - vs. 4-7, 8-9 and 10-15 whereas most presentations of the chiasm present it as a single chiastic unit. (I think the above is a reasonable procedure since, for example, repentance and sin are thematically closely linked.)
Anyway, if we do this, verses 4-15 have a simple tri-partite chiastic structure, which I have called top, middle and bottom, and I will use different fonts when referring to these sections - I hope this will make things clearer. .
2) Structural Analysis of Amos 5:4-15
I would now like to give the Hebrew text plus English translation for each of these three sections, and for each, there follows a suggested structural analysis (in English!)  In this article, I will be working mainly with these structural analyses - which follow the Hebrew word order, so the Hebrew text is really mainly for is reference purposes.
i) Top Section (Verses 4-7)
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Notes: 
1) The top section is sub-divided into three subsections, A, B and C. (In fact, this basic tri-partite division will also be true for the middle and bottom sections as we shall see). 
2) I have highlighted in turquoise the initial statement "For thus saith Yahweh to the house of Israel". This is a provisional procedure to indicate that this statement seems to be a sort of heading for section A (and also a heading for much that follows too) rather than, strictly speaking, being part of the contents of section A.
3) Having "bracketed off" this heading, as described in 2) above, then section a is clearly structured chiastically. It sets before Israel two diametrically opposed courses of action with regard to worship (Bethel, Gilgal and Beer-sheba are the locations of idolatrous shrines) together with the consequences (life or disaster - the latter here being limited to the shrines rather than all Israel.) Yahweh is speaking in the first person and addressing Israel directly - apart from, possibly, aa` which is transitional since Yahweh is third person, but the appeal to Israel is still in the form of a direct command.
4) The promise of life as a consequence of obedient seeking in A is presented as occurring in relation to Yahweh. By contrast, the punishment for disobedience is "distanced" from Yahweh - He is not described as being personally involved - hence "Gilgal will surely go into exile" etc. (There is a classic "punning" aspect in the Hebrew at his point by the way which is well described in the commentaries.)

5) In B, Amos, (or Yahweh speaking of Himself using the third person) is continuing the call for repentance, but speaking of  Israel (here referred to as the house of Joseph) in the third person also. Here, Yahweh acts, and it is clear that this acting encompasses and in fact goes beyond what was presented in impersonal terms in a. (Note for example the repetition in b of the words Bethel and "nothing" in A.)   b has a parallel structure (2 lines of five words each), and exhibits thematic parallelism too, together with a minor chiastic element (see below). 

Thus: 

 B: i) lest    He rush                         like a fire                    on the house of Joseph 

                                                                                                                        (5 words)

     ii) and He devour and there is nothing quenching (it) for Beth-el (i.e. house of El)

                                                                                                                         (5 words)

Here, the parallelism is clearly both structural and thematic.

However, I would like to suggest that there is development too. Thus, the "rushing in" refers to the initial breaking out of a fire "de novo", whereas the devouring is the destructive activity of an established fire which cannot be quenched - so there is a clear order:  "i) precedes ii)". In addition, I suggest there is a chiastic element since "rushing in" or breaking forth describes a moving from a situation of "no fire" to "fire", whereas quenching goes in the opposite direction - "fire" to "no fire", and fire and devour are more or less equivalent - devouring is what fires do!
Hence, we can also analyse the passage with an abb`a` component:
B: i)   a) lest He rush (break forth)                       

                                           b)   like a fire 

                                                                           c)    on the house of Joseph     (5 words)                            
     ii)                                   b`)  and He devour 
         a`)  and there is nothing quenching (it)
                                                                           c`)   for Beth-el (i.e. house of El)

                                                                                                                         (5 words)
6) a and b are linked: b is held forth as the terrible consequence if Yahweh's commands in a are not heeded. (Hence the word lest at the beginning of b). In b, the consequences of disobedience are extended to the whole house of Joseph. The structures of the two lines of b match very closely as we have seen. 

However, there are a further couple of points about the second line of B that I would like to suggest. First, we actually already know there will be none to quench it in (or for) Bethel, because in ab` we have already been told that Bethel will be for nothing! Second, we know that "house of Joseph" and "Beth-el"  (house of El, i.e. house of God) match, but perhaps there is a further punning element too: Beth-el (the shrine)  and Joseph's "house" are being destroyed for the same reasons, but Joseph's house, and God's (true) house - the true Beth-el - are actually in violent opposition, and there will be no-one in the true Beth-el (trying) to stop the blaze. This is just a suggestion, but we note that this section ends, just as A commenced, with the name of God, (Yahweh and El) and likewise, the first line of  A ends with house of Isra-el, (God strives)  and the last line of B ends with the (rhyming) word house of God (Beth-el) - both having "-el" at the end.
7) c is entirely in the third person, and is purely descriptive of the actions of evil people. Unlike a and b, Yahweh is not involved at all. Thematically, c consists of two lines in parallel - both referring to people who have no regard for justice and righteousness, and who in some sense destroy what should be their very essence - what should be distinctive about them. Wormwood, is an extremely bitter herb, and so justice, (which by implication should be sweet) is turned into its opposite. Likewise, righteousness, (which by implication should be high), is thrown down to the earth (erets). The first word "turn" is the same word as that used for the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis Ch. 19 and so has a sort of  analogous meaning to the last word - to throw down or lay down.
So, although there is thematic parallelism, and probably no sense in development in going from the first line to the second, this verse has a totally chiastic structure - as shown in the structural analysis diagram above. 

8) a and b are thus set off from c in significant ways. In a, Yahweh is actively involved in speaking, and in offering life, whereas, as noted above, the judgement on the shrines is presented in impersonal terms. (A judgement is not actually announced on the shrine of Beer-sheba -perhaps because it is far to the south in Judahite territory. The house of Israel is nevertheless warned not to "cross ever" (i.e. into Judah?)  for that purpose.) In b, Yahweh is not speaking, offering life, but (potentially) acting in destruction. In c, Yahweh is absent. The destruction that occurs in c is that of good things, which are actually "communicable" attributes of  Yahweh - justice and righteousness - attributes which should permeate His creation. The actions of the wicked people with regard to these valuable things (overthrowing and destroying) are, appropriately the actions that God will mete out to them and the things they value. 
Another aspect of setting off A and B from C is that A and B are about worship - they are cultic - but C is about the other great issue of the nation's life, social justice.

Another thing that separates c from a and b is the static nature of C - there is no progress - either for good or ill. As already pointed out, there is no mention of God either. These two things considered together I suggest account for c's describing a culture that has no vision or moral imperative. With God, by contrast - things are happening - God offers life or He is a devouring fire!
9) However, to complicate matters, we could also argue that a is set off from B and c! This is because a holds out two possibilities - the positive one of life through seeking Yahweh, and the negative one of frequenting the doomed shrines. By contrast, b and c are both about the wicked - either the destruction meted out to them by Yahweh, or their own destructive behaviour in overthrowing justice and throwing down righteousness. 
10) We can have another look at a and note that, although the structure seems to be  purely chiastic, there is a distinction to be drawn between 1) the opening and closing lines - "Seek Me and live", "Seek Yahweh and live" and 2) the remainder of the chiasm. Although there is perhaps a transition from the personal, "Me", to the more formal and perhaps more distant "Yahweh", these statements are positive, and so in a different category from the "do not go to . . " type statements regarding Gilgal, Bethel and Beer-sheba, and the fate of the Northern shrines. We could perhaps even suggest that we should be thinking of two parallel lines - the positive ones regarding seeking God and living - surrounding the central chiasm of negative injunctions etc. 
11) Is it possible that we should contrast a, in which parallel and chiastic structures are completely separated, with c - a situation in which no distinction or separation between structures has been made - parallel and chiastic are intermingled - "righteousness has been thrown down to the earth" - which corresponds to the  loss of the "vertical" separation in the vital area of righteousness. A culture without God is doomed to repeat the same old patterns, with no motivation to improve matters, to separate and so create. b in the middle can be thought of as either entirely parallel, or as having a chiastic element  embedded within its parallel structure. Now, in this way, we can think structurally of the top section in two different ways. In one respect, we can see a progression as we go from A to B to C in which chiastic and parallel elements are completely separated, (A), to partially intermingled, (B), to totally intermingled (C) - a descent into structural chaos and lack of differentiation which mirrors the thematic contents. (Alternatively, if we think of B as purely parallel, then the top section is a chiastic structure in which A and C both combine chiastic and structural elements (admittedly in different ways), but B in the middle is purely parallel.) 
12) All three sub-sections, a, b and c have both parallel and chiastic components (but see note 4 above regarding B). We could represent the situation diagramatically as:
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Well, let's go on to look at 

ii) the Middle Section (verses 8-9)

I think it is also divided into three sections as shown below:


Notes:
1) We have, once again three sub-structures in this middle section. I have analysed the section in such a way that A, B and C consist, in essence, of a chiastic structure, namely A(abcdc`d`b`a`), followed by two parallel structures, B and C, though B is sort of "embedded" within A. Alternatively, we can see the first and last lines of A as "bracketing" the remainder of A (that is, the inner part of A) and all of B.

2) On this second understanding, the bracketing lines of A, the inner lines of A, and the sub-sections B and C all consist of two thematically parallel lines of various types, all of which actively involve Yahweh and all of which show thematic development.

3) Structurally, two of these sub-sections, namely the inner part of A and sub-section C both show identical structure, that is, a chiasm with minor parallel element. B consists of two structurally parallel lines, with the action in the second completing the action in the first. The bracketing lines of A, can also be seen as parallel, but moving from what Yahweh did to the majestic statement of who Yahweh  is.

4) A starts with night time - with the Pleiades and Orion,  two features of the night sky that are also mentioned in Job 9:9 and 38:31 where they refer to God's magnificent power over creation. Then we are told that God turns the deep darkness into morning, but that He can also reverse this process, turning day into night. Thus, A goes from dark to light and back to dark again - negative to positive to negative. By contrast,  both B and C are destructive (negative). There is even here a distinction however, the two lines of B are complementary - working together to achieve a result, but the two lines of C, despite a structural chiastic element, are thematically parallel - saying the same sort of thing twice. Yahweh is the active agent throughout. Nevertheless, we can see that, in offering the possibility of hope, A, in a significant sense, is separate from B and C considered together.
5) For more about Pleiades and Orion - constellations of the night sky - heavenly "rulers" over the earth created and ruled over by the powerful and sovereign God, see e.g. the section on "stars" in James B. Jordan's book Through new Eyes and also E. W. Bullinger's The Witness of the Stars. (Both these books can be freely downloaded from the Internet). If I were an Israelite listening fervently to the words of Amos for any signs that God might yet turn back from judgement on the nation, I would see Amos' reminding us of God's creation of light from deepest darkness as a sign of hope, but tempered by the thought that God can also make day into dark night as well. The word for "deep darkness" is a particularly strong word - so again this suggests that God might yet still turn the awful situation of the Israelites around.

6) The word for "deep darkness" in v. 8 discussed above is the same word as used for the well-known expression "the shadow of death" in Psalm 23. It is, according to my helpful commentary on Amos (Vol. 19B in the New American Commentary Series, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, by Billy Smith and Frank Page) a compound word. In the quantitative aspects of the analysis of this passage, I will in fact be treating it as two words. This is because the quantitative (word count) analysis works out better that way, rather than for "proper" (theological) reasons!
7)The thematic chiastic element of A is essentially "night into day - day into night", but everything controlled by Yahweh.

8) An important thematic division in the section separates A and B considered together from C. A and B are i) both about God's control of the natural world, and ii) are thematically linked to the days of creation (light, dark, land and sea) and iii) describe potential judgement on nature which takes the form of "de-creation". C by contrast is about God's judgement and destruction of the strong (i.e. people) and of their strong places. The "strong" are not identified however.
9) The only note of hope in this middle section  is Yahweh's turning of deep darkness into morning in A. Everything else is "doom-laden" in which the earth is returned to its primordial chaos, and strong people and their "strong fortresses" are destroyed. We naturally think of Noah's flood in B with the possibility that this idea is carried over into the destruction described in C, although the word for "flashing forth" in v.9 (in the C sub-section) does not specify Yahweh's use of an agent - rather it Yahweh Himself who flashes forth. Also, as noted above, the word for "death" is part of the compound word "deep darkness" or "shadow of death" in A - so we can argue that both A and B, whilst using creation/de-creation imagery, actually include hints that these natural phenomena have application to the human situation. The declaration of Yahweh's name comes at the climax of AB but in the middle of BC.
10) C is straightforward - it consists of two parallel thoughts - both, as noted above, about God destroying strong things, although there is a sort of chiastic structural element also, but not quite the same structure as in b of the previous section. However, interestingly, the structure of C is the same as that of A if we exclude the opening and closing lines of A. Thus, the structure of C(i,ii,iii,ii`,iii`,i`) is identical to A(b,c,d,c`,d`,b`).
11) B is a little more complicated:  a single idea is expressed in x and x` - namely the process of "de-creation" with regard to land and sea, but the calling for the sea and the pouring forth onto the land are expressed separately - in two lines of poetry - unlike the "de-creation" of light in A which occupies a single line. God has appointed the limits of the sea (Job 38:11), but it is His prerogative to "override" that - just as it is His prerogative to judge Israel. 

12) Here is the structural diagram for this proposed analysis:
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Some Observations About the top and Middle Sections:
Before we go on to look at the bottom section, verses 10-15, I would just like to make a couple of observations about the top and Middle sections considered together:

1) In both cases, A and B seem to form a unit which is to be set off from C in some ways.  

2) The A's set forth a "mixed picture" of hope together with impending judgement. This is stated directly in a but suggested by creation/de-creation imagery in A.

3) The B's describe judgement - using fire imagery in B but de-creation/flood imagery in B.

4) Yahweh is named at the beginning of AB, but at the end of AB.

5) Thus AB and AB describe the same general idea: in AB, the twin outcomes of hope and destruction for Israel in the area of worship are held forth in A  - followed by a description of the destruction in B. In AB, the two polar or binary opposites are light and dark in A, followed by a description of symbolic judgement using flood/de-creation imagery in B.  The consequences of true/false worship in AB are thus matched by creation/de-creation actions by Yahweh in AB.
6) c and C are likewise logically linked - C describes wicked social injustice, and C describes Yahweh's punishment for this.
7) C describes the social injustice of the wicked by means of two parallel lines which are simultaneously chiastic and which treat the related concepts of justice and righteousness but with no clear "development" of ideas. C describes their punishment by means of two parallel lines with a chiastic element but no clear development of ideas. Nevertheless, in one respect C really is "static" - it just describes "business as usual" in a godless society, whereas in C, the purposes of Yahweh are going forwards -  in this case in the destruction of the wicked people. In another respect, both C and C are similar - they are both about destruction and overthrowing. It is tempting (to me anyway!) to see the total intermingling of parallel and chiastic elements in C as reflecting a society that fails to make moral distinctions (e.g. righteousness, which should be morally "high" is thrown down). By contrast, in C, the parallel "bits" break up the chiastic structure - Yahweh is breaking forth!!
8) Thus the top section and the Middle Section have, essentially parallel (panel) structures: ab/c, AB/C.
Let us now go on to look at 

iii) bottom section (verses 10-15)

The chiastic analysis of the themes in Amos  5:1-17 presented above is clearly basically correct
So why is further analysis required?

Here are three examples of matters that a purely thematic analysis does not address very well :

Here is the suggested analysis:

Notes:
1) The bottom section is also divided into three parts. The first, a, is an expanded chiasm made up of embedded chiastic and parallel elements. The second two sections, B and C both consist of pairs of  parallel lines. 

2) A is separated from B and C by the lines, "Therefore he who is prudent in that time will keep silent for it is an evil time". As it stands, this pair of thematically parallel lines has a chiastic structure centred on the single word (in Hebrew), "will keep silent". Is there a word missing in the lower half of the structure? If so, has Amos  left it out to emphasise "keeping silent"? At any rate, the second half (thematically considered) is one word shorter than the first half - and this is perhaps analogous to the qinah structure of laments where the second line "tails off". This little structure I think stands apart in some way from its surroundings - it is a sort of "reflection" on what should be the humble and ashamed appropriate response of the nation before God, but directed at individual repentant members of the nation. I have highlighted it in turquoise: it seems perhaps to be linked (by way of contrast) with, "For thus saith Yahweh to the house of Israel" at the beginning of the top section. Yahweh speaks; the wise, in this situation, keep silent.
3) A is a tightly connected unit both structurally and thematically, and B and C are clearly related to each other structurally and thematically also. Therefore, unlike the top and middle sections, in this bottom section the upper part is separated from the lower two parts, and not the other way around. In this respect, the structure of the  bottom section is an inversion of the structure of the first two sections.  I intend to return to this later.
4) In one respect however, this bottom section matches the top section. That is, they both consist of a longer "A" section which has both parallel and chiastic elements, and this is followed by B and C sections which both consist essentially of two sets of two parallel lines each (although some of these have additional chiastic elements.) From this purely structural perspective, the overall structure of Amos 5:4-15 is chiastic in the sense that  the  top and bottom sections are parallel panels separated by the middle section. 
5) The A section is very tightly structured. The descriptions of the sins of the wealthy wicked in Israel are described using two-line chiasms and parallel structures. These are all characterised by thematic parallelism with no development of ideas in going from the first line to the second - as we have noted earlier, a godless society does not develop or "originate" genuinely new ideas. The outermost (chiastically-related) sub-chiasms are "about"  i) the hatred of social justice and its righteous practitioners by the wicked (hence the references to "the gate" - the part of the city where justice is enacted)  and ii) the love of injustice. The next inner structures are corresponding parallel structures about the bad treatment of the poor by the rich, and sinful behaviour generally. The middle of the chiasm is a two line statement of judgement - delivering a (judicial verdict) that is appropriate for the offences - they deprived others of the fruits of their labours, now they shall be deprived of the fruits of their labours. As with part A of the top section, the embedded verdict is delivered in impersonal terms - Yahweh is not mentioned. The two outer chiasms are "third person" accounts - in the three middle sections (with parallel structure), the wicked are addressed directly in the second person. At one point however, the speaker speaks in the first person: "for I know how many are your transgressions, and numerous are your sins". Is this Yahweh speaking directly, or is He speaking "through" Amos?

7) In 3) above, it was pointed out that the structure of  this bottom section seems to be an inversion of  the structure of the upper two sections. If this is true, then A, at the top of the bottom section should "match"  c and C at the bottom of their respective sections. This turns out to be exactly correct: All these three subsections are about the wicked and the judgement that is coming on them Furthermore, there is some development of ideas - c describes wicked behaviour, C describes the punishment that will be inflicted by Yahweh, and a describes both behaviour and punishment. This is also in keeping with the overall feature that Yahweh does all the actions personally in the central  middle section, but Yahweh's judgements are described in both personal and impersonal terms in the top and bottom sections. Interestingly,  Yahweh's name occurs symmetrically too - twice in the top and bottom sections but once in the middle section where the expression is, appropriately, "Yahweh is His name"! 
8) However, if we pursue this idea that the bottom section is an inverted version of the top and middle sections, we are in for a slight setback: in these sections, A and A are both a mixture of positive and negative elements, and B and B are both exclusively negative. We should expect that the corresponding elements in the (inverted) bottom section, namely B and C will exhibit this mixture. But they don't! By contrast, they are both hopeful - indeed in some ways the most hopeful words to Israel in the entire passage - perhaps even more so than A where hope "surrounds" a central message of judgement. Another difference is that whereas the top two sections were essentially divided AB/C, it was, in both cases possible to argue for an A/BC division in both too (please see the notes and the respective summary diagrams). However, in the case of the bottom section, all the criteria considered seem to point to a single division, namely A/BC. Of course we could argue that this is precisely what we would expect - the inverted aspects of the bottom section lead to an A/BC division, and the aspects that are not inverted, but parallel also lead to an A/BC division! 
9) It is not clear to me how readily the initial hearers/readers -  people accustomed to these sorts of structures in Hebrew poetry - would have been expected to "follow" the complicated structures we have been analysing so painstakingly as the poem went along, but if they had, or if they later reflected on the structure in the same sort of way as we have attempted, then everything would have been going excellently until the B and C sections of the bottom section were reached. At this point, they would expect either b or C to be negative, and the other a mixture of positive and negative and they would be pleasantly surprised at the positive turn in these two sections - particularly in the light of prior (structural) expectations. However, this new development requires an alternative analysis for the entire passage. This will not be hard however, and we will pick up on this development below after completing the notes and the structural analysis for this bottom section.
10) B seems to refer to goodness and evil in relation to Yahweh - the language is that of "seeking" and "living" which correspond to the seeking of Yahweh and obtaining life in part A of the top section. Thus  b perhaps points to good and evil in terms of worship i.e.  Israel's cultus, as that is the theme of A in the top section. 
11) C speaks of loving good and hating evil in terms of social justice (hence the reference to "the gate"). This links to the catalogue of sins in A at the start of the bottom section. 
12) B and C both show "development of ideas": the second line continues and completes the idea of the first line. This is technically called formal or synthetic parallelism (I think!) 

13) B and C together can be analysed as also having a more complicated structure in which chiastic elements "break into" the parallel structures. May we see this type of structure as symbolically representing the "in-breaking" of Yahweh into the situation? Whether this idea is correct or not, the injunctions in B and C require Israel to act in the very ways that Yahweh indicates He might act in response - but the astonishing and  point to note  here is that Yahweh - the One who normally initiates, here is mirroring the actions of Israel: Israel acts to worship Yahweh properly - Yahweh  responds with His presence; Israel establishes social justice and goodness and Yahweh responds with grace - i.e. even more goodness of a type which theologically matches social goodness. If we want a blessing, we know what to do!!

Well, here is the alternative, more detailed analysis of sections B and C:
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Here is a diagrammatic summary of the bottom section:
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3) Description/Discussion of the Above Structural Analysis of Amos 5:4-15
We have seen that Amos 5:4-15 can be divided into three subsections, which we have called top, Middle and bottom. Each section has been subdivided into three - using A, B and C to denote the subsections. In the top and middle sections, A and B could be grouped together, whereas in the bottom section, B and C were grouped together. Thus we can consider the structure at a higher level: the structure of the whole has the same tri-partite pattern divided in the ratio 2:1 as the individual sub-sections.  
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As can be seen from the diagram, with this arrangement, the 9 sub-groups are divided into 5 "upper" subgroups (i.e. above their respective dotted lines) and 4 "lower" subgroups (below the dotted lines). 
This pattern of "threes", arranged 2:1 (three times in total)  or 1:2 (once) at different structural levels is superimposed on the purely "thematic" analysis with which we started, but the thematic analysis, as represented in the commentaries etc. does not seem to reflect this clear structural organisation. 
Let us now go on to consider briefly how the structure demonstrated above functions in terms of the development of themes etc. 
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On this analysis, we have three sub-sections on Israel's worship, three on Israel's social (im)morality/(in)justice and three central sub-sections, two of which involve creation inagery and one where the perpetrators are described as "the strong" - which seems to express both an attitude of proud rebellion against God and lack of concern for the weak simultaneously. Thus there is a well-developed symmetry in terms of theme. 
There are other symmetries in the above table too - e.g. a balancing of hope and no hope attitudes etc. together with 2 balanced description sections. 

In one respect we have completed out analysis. It has, however, been at the expense of ignoring one or two sections such as "Thus saith Yahweh . ." at the beginning, and the little chiasm about "the prudent keeping silent" in the bottom section. Is there a way in which all these components can be incorporated in a possibly even more comprehensive analysis than the one above? 

I believe that such a superimposed structural analysis is possible, and I present it below. I'm using the same notation as in our "tri-partite" analysis above, though if it were being presented on its own, I would use a different lettering system.  

4) An Alternative Analysis of Amos 5:4-15

The key to this analysis is noticing that the final two subsections, B and C refer to the themes, keywords etc. that have gone before. B refers us back to subsection A at the beginning of the passage and is about worship, and C refers us back to A, the extended description of Israel's social sins. Now A and C form an inclusio, and so this suggests that we might be able to identify a "big" chiastic structure going all the way  from A to C, which is then followed by followed by B and C which together form a final hopeful comment and conclusion following the big chiasm and which is structured on the opening and closing sub-chiasms of this big chiasm. This approach in fact works out really well. Thus, for example, the (matching/contrasting) passages referred to earlier about Yahweh speaking and the prudent keeping silent (the "turquoise" passages), fit naturally at the start and end of the big chiasm.

Here is an attempt to fit the analysis into a two-page diagram, which will be followed by some brief comments.

[image: image10]

[image: image11]
Notes:
1) This structure is a "big" chiasm followed by a smaller structure whose two sub-sections correspond to the opening and closing sub-chiasms of the "big" chiasm.
2) The "big" chiasm is "bracketed" by two statements which correspond to each other, "Thus saith Yahweh to the house of Israel" and "The prudent in that time will keep silent for it is an evil time". The speaking/silence motif makes sense: e.g. "God is in heaven, you are on earth, therefore let your words be few" (Eccl. 5:2); how much more applicable when Israel stands guilty before Yahweh and there are no excuses!
This structural linkage - at the start and end of the "big" chiasm solves an exegetical difficulty noted in the commentaries. It concerns the above words (Amos 5:13), "The prudent will keep silent in that time for it is an evil time". These words don't seem to "fit" very well into the context when we read "linearly": it is hard to know who the prudent are and why they should keep silent!  For example, the New American Commentary referred to earlier says, "Interpreting v. 13 presents several problems", and goes on to give some of the "solutions" that have been suggested - which refer to keeping silent with regard to speaking to others  - in particular to the wicked. (e.g. they keep silent because no-one will listen), or they keep silent in the face of death and overwhelming judgement. There is something to be said for all the proposed solutions (though actually, wailing and mourning, proposed in verses 16-17, not silence, would perhaps be a better "contextual" response to the "overwhelming judgement" explanation). But reading "helically" (i.e. chiastically) links the silence of the prudent/wise in v. 13 to Yahweh's speaking in v.4, and therefore makes excellent contextual sense.  Aren't chiasms wonderful!
Silence before God is the appropriate and respectful response at this stage in the nation's history. But there is hope - Yahweh is still speaking! When Yahweh falls silent, that is a very ominous development. 

3) This alternative structural analysis is more "inclusive" than the previous one  since all the words of the text are naturally included. A particular feature of this is the existence of a particular type of structure that was not specifically recognised as such in the previous analysis. There are three examples, (numbered 3, 5 and 3` in the above diagram) and they are "colour-coded" using a combination of light blue and light yellow. They consist of a short statement about Yahweh followed by a corresponding two line description about what Yahweh does. It will be seen that the first and the third of these structures occur in corresponding places in the chiasm, both mention Yahweh by name and both are purely "destructive" - offering no hope, and both exhibit a partial chiastic element (see notes). 3 and 3` also match insofar as "House of Joseph" corresponds to "the strong" - i.e. people. and "Bethel" corresponds to "fortress" - both places.   The middle example, 5, occurs at the very centre of the chiasm, and by contrast to 3 and 3`, doesn't mention Yahweh specifically by name, and offers an element of hope to Israel. This all fits the overall chiastic pattern very well. 
4) Sandwiched between the above structures, again in chiastically corresponding places, are two parallel structures (numbered 4 and 4` and coloured light orange).  (Though only one of these has a "simultaneous" chiastic structure). Nevertheless, the two are very closely connected thematically. The earth is mentioned in both; the wicked throw justice down to the earth, and Yahweh pours out the waters on the face of the earth. An appropriate punishment.
5) A particular technique of linking structures called "chain-linking" occurs, I think, once in this passage. Chain-linking means that a (usually small) section of text belongs, and fits, simultaneously at the end of one structure and at the beginning of the next structure. The example on our passage links sections 2 and 3 and consists of the words "Seek Yahweh and live". These four words simultaneously form the last line of the chiastic structure in 2, and the "light blue" subsection of  3. There is an interesting quantitative aspect to this however. The chiastically  corresponding line in 2 ("Seek Me and live") is just 2 words long  - so we can think of two of our four words being "used up" in matching this opening line of  2. Likewise, the "chiastically corresponding" "light blue" section is the two word expression "Yahweh is His name" in 5. Thus our remaining two words are "used up" matching this expression. Although chain-linking has been used, the passage nevertheless respects the quantitative integrity of the structures!
6) The quantitative/word count aspects of this analysis are also demonstrated in the fact that the "big" chiasm (excluding the "banner headline" "Thus says Yahweh to the house of Israel" - which governs everything that follows) is 118 words. The two central words are, approproately, "Yahweh is His Name" - which was the centre of the thematic chiasm with which this article started.  There are 58 words on either side, including matching blocks of 41 words each (please see the diagram). 
7) The centre of the "big" chiasm, 5, consists of 10 words, arranged 3-4-3. The very centre of the structure is therefore the 4 words (including our compound "word") "and turns into morning the deep darkness", or "and turns into morning the shadow of death" - an encouraging message of hope based on the spiritual significance of the first day and act of  creation  - and ultimately fulfilled in Christ (e.g. John 1:4-5).
8) 2 and 2` in the "big" chiasm speak of two different aspects of Israel's failings - cultic and social - and these two themes are matched by the "conclusion" to the chiasm (the section below the purple dashed line in the diagram) - the two sub-sections of 14 lines each. The first of these (also labelled 2) refers, I suggest to cultic matters and uses words that correspond to keywords at the periphery of  2 in the big chiasm - Yahweh, seek and live. Likewise, the second of these (labelled 2`) deals with social justice, and corresponds to 2` in the big chiasm - again using key words such as gate, hate, justice and righteousness which occur at the periphery of 2`.
5) Conclusion
This has been an exciting study which illustrates the interplay of themes and structures in Amos 5:4-15. I hope you have enjoyed reading it as much as I have enjoyed preparing it. If you have any (hopefully!) helpful comments, corrections or suggestions, I will be delighted to hear from you.

Stewart Fleming


i) Top section





iii) Bottom


   section





ii) Middle Section





5:1-3       lamentation


-------------------------------


5:4-6          call for repentance


5:7                 charge of Israel’s sin





5:8a-e                  hymn of God’s majesty


5:8f                           Yahweh is his name


5:9                       hymn of God’s majesty





5:10-13           charge of Israel’s sin


5:14-15      call for repentance


----------------------------------


5:16-17    lamentation








C: z)    i: Who flashes forth with 


                      ii: destruction


                           iii:  on the strong   (4 words)


     z`)             ii': and destruction 


                             iii`: on the fortress 


             i`: comes.                              (4 words)    (26 words)











C: a) Those who turn   


              b)  into wormwood


                                c)  justice 


                               c`)  and righteousness 


              b`)  to the earth 


    a`)  they throw down           (6 words)    (47 words)  








  Therefore     he who is prudent   in that time    (4 words)


                                                                           will keep silent (1 word)


    it (is).                  evil               for a time     (4 words)            (9 words)





                                               








B: i) lest He rush like a fire on the house of Joseph (5 words)





      ii) and He devour and there is nothing quenching (it) for                 


                                        Beth-el (i.e. house of El) (5 words)








    a`) Seek Yahweh and live (4 words)*                


                                                                    











A:   For thus saith Yahweh to the house of Israel: (6 words)








a`)   Yahweh is His Name (2 words)











B: Seek good and not evil so that you may live  (6 words)


and may be it so Yahweh the God of Hosts (is) with you as you have spoken (8 words)


                                                                                                                           (14 words)








           b) and turns


                    c)  into morning 


                             d)  the deep darkness (4 words)


                    c`) and the day


                              d`) into night


            b`) He darkened (3 words)








A: a) He who made Pleiades and Orion (3 words)











2





c: Hate evil and love good and establish in the gate justice (7 words)


Perhaps will be gracious Yahweh the God of Hosts to the remnant of Joseph (7 words)


                                                                                                                       (14 words)
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This is the “Thematic” Chiasm





This is the “Structural” Chiasm
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Amos 5:1-17 Structural Outline
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4





5





   וְאַֽל־תִּדְרְשׁוּ֙   5  וִֽחְיֽוּ׃   דִּרְשׁ֖וּנִ  יִשְׂרָאֵ֑ל    לְבֵ֣ית    יְהוָ֖ה   אָמַ֛ר  כֹ֥ה  כִּ֣י   4                                                     


       seek do  not But              live and    me  Seek      :Israel  of   house the to   Yahweh     saith     thus    For                                                          





    הַגִּלְגָּל֙  כִּ֤י       תַעֲבֹ֑רוּ      לֹ֣א  שֶׁ֖בַע  וּבְאֵ֥ר   תָבֹ֔אוּ    לֹ֣א  וְהַגִּלְגָּל֙   בֵּֽית־אֵ֔ל


          Gilgal       for     ;to over cross do       not    sheba     Beer- and    ;enter do      not      Gilgal and        Bethel





          וִֽחְי֑וּ    אֶת־יְהוָ֖ה דִּרְשׁ֥ו  6  לְאָֽוֶן׃     יִהְיֶ֥ה  וּבֵֽית־אֵ֖ל       יִגְלֶ֔ה     גָּלֹ֣ה


                ;live and        Yahweh           Seek          . nothing for    be shall   Beth-el and    exile into go will  surely





                 וְאֵין־מְכַבֶּ֖ה          וְאָכְלָ֥ה    יֹוסֵ֔ף       בֵּ֣ית     כָּאֵשׁ֙      פֶּן־יִצְלַ֤ח                                                                                                                         	   [it] quenching none is there and  devour and     Joseph of   house the in  fire a like  forth break He lest





      הִנִּֽיחוּ׃     לָאָ֥רֶץ                 וּצְדָקָ֖ה      מִשְׁפָּ֑ט        לְלַעֲנָ֖ה          הַהֹפְכִ֥ים     7   לְבֵֽית־אֵֽל׃


      off leave    earth the to    righteousness and   judgement  wormwood into  turn who Those            Beth-el  for





A:   For thus saith Yahweh to the house of Israel: (6 words)





   a) seek Me and live (2 words)





       b) but do not seek Beth-el (4 words) 


   


            c) and Gilgal do not enter (3 words)





                  d) and do not cross over to Beer-sheba (4 words)





            c`) for Gilgal will surely go into exile (4 words)





     b`) and  Beth-el shall be for nothing (4 words)





    a`) Seek Yahweh and live (4 words)


                                                                    (25 words)





B: i) lest He rush like a fire on the house of Joseph (5 words)





      ii) and He devour and there is nothing quenching (it) for                			         Beth-el (i.e. house of El) (5 words)


C: a) Those who turn   


              b)  into wormwood


                                c)  justice 


                               c`)  and righteousness 


              b`)  to the earth 


    a`)  they throw down           (6 words)    


                                                                               (47 words)  





structural analysis of the top section





*Note: overlapping "chain-linking" here - see notes.





   a) seek Me and live (2 words)


       b) but do not seek Beth-el (4 words) 


            c) and Gilgal do not enter (3 words)


                  d) and do not cross over to Beer-sheba (4 words)


            c`) for Gilgal will surely go into exile (4 words)


     b`) and  Beth-el shall be for nothing (4 words)


    a`) Seek Yahweh and live (4 words)*                (25 words)


                                                                    








B:  x)    who calls for the waters of the sea (3 words)


     x`)  and pours them on the face of the earth. (4 words) 








A: They hate


                in the gate


                       him who reproves   (13 consonants)


                       and him who speaks


                uprightly 


       they abhor                               (13 consonants)          (6 words)





            Therefore because of your trampling on the poor (5 words)


           and you take tribute of grain from him     (4 words)





               house of hewn stone you have built but not you


                                                         shall dwell in them (6 words)


               vineyards of desire you have planted but not you


                                                      shall drink their wine (7 words)





           For I know many (are) your transgressions 


           and numerous (are) your sins (6 words)


 


    oppressing 


            of the righteous


                 taking of a bribe  (15 consonants)


                 and the poor


            in the gate


   they turn aside               (15 consonants)    (7 words)      (41 words)     


                                                                                                                                 











A











B











C





top Section:





arrow indicates development of ideas - in this case, judgement





static - no development





ditto





           צַלְמָ֔וֶת          לַבֹּ֙קֶר֙         וְהֹפֵ֤ךְ       וּכְסִ֗יל        כִימָ֜ה       עֹשֵׂ֨ה   8


            ,darkness deep the    morning the into          turns and       Orion and         Pleiades the      made who He 





                       הַיָּ֗ם       לְמֵֽי־       הַקֹּורֵ֣א      הֶחְשִׁ֑יךְ     לַ֣יְלָה         וְיֹ֖ום


                                        the sea     of waters the for       calls who      ,darkened He      night into      day the and





                          שְׁמֹֽו׃      יְהוָ֥ה        הָאָ֖רֶץ       עַל־פְּנֵ֥י         וַֽיִּשְׁפְּכֵ֛ם 


                                          ; Name His      (is) Yahweh          ; earth the       of face the on      out them pours and 





       יָבֹֽוא׃ ס    עַל־מִבְצָ֥ר       וְשֹׁ֖ד       עַל־עָ֑ז         שֹׁ֖ד          הַמַּבְלִ֥יג    9


                 comes.       fortress the  on     destruction and      strong the on     destruction     with forth  flashes Who





A: a) He who made Pleiades and Orion (3 words)





          b) and turns


                    c)  into morning 


                             d)  the deep darkness (4 words)*


                    c`) and the day


                              d`) into night


            b`) He darkened (3 words)





B:  x)    who calls for the waters of the sea (3 words)


     x`)  and pours them on the face of the earth. (4 words) 





a`)   Yahweh is His Name (2 words)





C: z)    i: Who flashes forth with 


                      ii: destruction


                           iii:  on the strong   (4 words)


     z`)             ii': and destruction 


                             iii`: on the fortress 


             i`: comes.                              (4 words)                               (27 words)





          


Structural Analysis of the Middle Section





* Note (we are treating "the deep darkness" (the shadow of death), a compound word, as two separate words in this analysis.





Yahweh not specifically referred to.





Yahweh specifically referred to.





or, diagramatically . . . .





B:  a) Seek good


             b)  and not evil


                      c)    so that you may live  (6 words)





     d)   and may be it so Yahweh the God of Hosts (is) with you as you have spoken (8 words)


                                                                                                              (14 words)


c:        b`) Hate evil


      a`) and love good 


                      c` ) and establish in the gate justice (7 words)





      d) Perhaps will be gracious Yahweh the God of Hosts to the remnant of Joseph (7 words)


                                                                                                               (14 words)


                                                                                                                        (Total 28 words)








*Note: by "development" I mean that Yahweh prosecutes the forwards march of His purposes through time, but A and B do this more "dynamically" than C - see notes for further explanation





Basically a chiastic structural pattern





  לָ֠כֵן  11  יְתָעֵֽבוּ׃     תָּמִ֖ים       וְדֹבֵ֥ר           מֹוכִ֑יחַ         בַשַּׁ֖עַר       שָׂנְא֥וּ 10  Therefore          .abhor they    uprightly   speaks who him and  ,reproves who him    gate the in     hate They  





   גָזִ֛ית     בָּתֵּ֥י      מִמֶּ֔נּוּ   תִּקְח֣וּ     וּמַשְׂאַת־בַּר֙     עַל־דָּ֗ל   בֹּושַׁסְכֶ֞ם      יַ֣עַן


stone hewn    of houses     ;him from    take you    grain  of tribute and    ,poor the on  trampling your   of because





           וְלֹ֥א    נְטַעְתֶּ֔ם        כַּרְמֵי־חֶ֣מֶד      בָ֑ם       וְלֹא־תֵ֣שְׁבוּ           בְּנִיתֶ֖ם 


                  not but  ,planted have you    desire of Vineyards   .them in   dwell shall you   not but   ,built have you 





   וַעֲצֻמִ֖ים          פִּשְׁעֵיכֶ֔ם        רַבִּ֣ים   יָדַ֙עְתִּי֙   כִּ֤י   12  ׃ אֶת־יֵינָֽם    תִשְׁתּ֖וּ                 


    numerous and    , transgressions your (are)      many         know I    For                   .wine their   drink shall you





     הִטּֽוּ׃      בַּשַּׁ֥עַר   וְאֶבְיֹונִ֖ים  כֹ֔פֶר   לֹ֣קְחֵי    צַדִּיק֙       צֹרְרֵ֤י     חַטֹּֽאתֵיכֶ֑ם 


 .aside turn they   gate the in     poor the and    ,bribe a  of taking  ,righteous the   of oppressing   :sins your (are)





                הִֽיא׃  רָעָ֖ה  עֵ֥ת    כִּ֛י        יִדֹּ֑ם     הַהִ֖יא  בָּעֵ֥ת    הַמַּשְׂכִּ֛יל       לָכֵ֗ן   13


                .(is) it        evil    time an    for    silent keep will      that       time in    prudent is who he   Therefore 





  אֱלֹהֵֽי־צְבָאֹ֛ות   יְהוָ֧ה     וִיהִי־כֵ֞ן       תִּֽחְי֑וּ    לְמַ֣עַן   וְאַל־רָ֖ע   דִּרְשׁוּ־טֹ֥וב 14      (is) hosts  of God the  ,Jehovah  ,so be it may and  ;live may you   that so    ,evil not and      good     Seek 





   בַשַּׁ֖עַר      וְהַצִּ֥יגוּ    טֹ֔וב  וְאֶ֣הֱבוּ  שִׂנְאוּ־רָע֙  15  אֲמַרְתֶּֽם׃    כַּאֲשֶׁ֥ר   אִתְּכֶ֖ם          


    gate the in      establish and    ,good     love and       evil  Hate              .spoken have you          as         ,you with





          יוֹסֵֽף׃     שְׁאֵרִ֥ית       אֱלֹהֵֽי־צְבָאֹ֖ות    יְהוָ֥ה      יֶֽחֱנַ֛ן       אוּלַ֗   מִשְׁפָּ֑ט


                 .Joseph    of remnant the (to)     hosts     of God the     Jehovah   gracious be will   Perhaps     . justice














A: They hate


                in the gate


                       him who reproves  (13 consonants)


                       and him who speaks


                uprightly 


       they abhor                              (13 consonants)                        (6 words)





                  Therefore because of your trampling on the poor (5 words)


                  and you take tribute of grain from him     (4 words)





                          house of hewn stone you have built but not you shall dwell in them (6 words)


                          vineyards of desire you have planted but not you shall drink their wine (7 words)





                 For I know many (are) your transgressions 


                 and numerous (are) your sins (6 words)


 


    oppressing 


            of the righteous


                 taking of a bribe      (15 consonants)


                 and the poor


            in the gate


   they turn aside                         (15 consonants)          (7 words)           


                                                                                                                                 (41 words)





                                     Therefore


                                             he who is prudent


                                                     in that time    (4 words)


                                                                will keep silent (1 word))


                                                        for a time 


                                                evil


                                        it (is).       (4 words)             (9 words)


                                                                                                                           (sub-total 50 words)





B: Seek good and not evil so that you may live  (6 words)


and may be it so Yahweh the God of Hosts (is) with you as you have spoken (8 words)





c: Hate evil and love good and establish in the gate justice (7 words)


Perhaps will be gracious Yahweh the God of Hosts to the remnant of Joseph (7 words)


                                                                                                                                          (28 words)





                                                                                                                                   total 78 words


structural analysis of the bottom section





ditto





static -repetition rather than development of ideas





arrow indicates development of ideas - in this case, judgement. Israel addressed directly





static -repetition rather than development of ideas





arrow indicates development of ideas - in this case blessing. Israel addressed directly.
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C





bottom Section





top





Middle





bottom








a


b





c
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B





C
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c





2 similar 2:1 type patterns 





1 "inverted" pattern -  1:2





Central 2 words - 58 before, 58 after.





8 words





7 words





9


 words





10 words





41 words





41 words





2`





2:1 type pattern at higher structural level 





*Yahweh speaks and acts





Yahweh not involved





Hope





No hope





*  see notes 3 and 4 above.





Structural "development" - 


order to chaos, (or alterntively chiastic?)





(    )?





Middle Section





Hope





No hope





No hope    Hope





Creation/De-creation Imagery





Creation imagery not used





*development but judgement only





ditto





arrow indicates *development of ideas -both symbolic judgement and mercy











A





 





B








 





C





Structure





Hope  (Yahweh)





No hope (Yahweh)





Description (Amos)





Worship





Worship





Social Injustice





a











b





c








A


B





C





a


b





c





Theme





Is Yahweh specifically involved?


Is hope a possibility?





Creation/Decreation


  


  Decreation/Flood





Judgement on wicked





Hope (Yahweh)





No hope (Yahweh)





No hope (Yahweh)





a) Social Injustice


b) Judgement








Worship





Social justice





a)Description


b) No hope      (Amos)








Hope  (Yahweh)





Hope (Yahweh)








